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A times paftthe Phil ofophers fpake 
| | afters diners and fundrie manners 
YEO throughout their writings fith that 
M] as it were in a riddle and cloudie 
| voyce, they base left unto vsacer- 
Sb taine most excellent and noble fci- 
ence, but altogither obfcure, and 
without all hope vtterly denied, andthat not without 
goodcanfe. VV herefore I would. aduife thee, that aboue 
- allother bookes,thoufhouldeft firmly fixe thy mind vp- 
onthe fe femen Chapters, conteining in them the tranf 
mutation of mettalls, and often callto minde the besin- 
ning, middle, and end of the fame, wherein TN, halt 
finde fach fabilitie i that thy minde fhalbe Pr con- 
tented therewith. 
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The Mirrour of Alchi- 
my, compofed b the famous Fryer, j 


Roger Babia, Je low of 
MaytaColledge,and' Ags ۳ 


nero ledre in Ox 
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Of the Definitions of Alchimy,. 


3754 N many ancient Bookes there: 
23) | are found many definitions of 
15 78)| this Art,the intentions wherof 
کح‎ | we muftconfider inthis Chap- 
48 | ter. For Hermes faith of this Sci- 
e EB ence: Alchimyisa Corporal Sci- 
- encefimply compofed of one 
andbyone, naturally conioyning things more 
precious,by knowledge and effect, and conuer- 
tingthem by anaturall commixtion into a better 
kind. A certain other faith : کب‎ lchimy isa Science, 
teaching how totransformeany kind of metrall 
into another : andthat by aproper medicine, as 
itappeareth by many Philofophers Bookes. 4l- 
chimy therforeis a fcienceteaching how to make 
and compound a certaine medicine, which is cal- 
led E4xir.the which whenit iscaft vpon mettals: 
orimperfect bodies , doth fully perfect them in 
the verieproiection. | 
A. 3. CHAP.. 
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CHAP. 11 


of the natural E me (procreation 
dm of Minerals, ر و‎ 
GEcondiy Iwill perfedlly declarethenaturall ' 
principles &-procreations of Minerals: where 
firftit isto be noted, that the naturatk principles 
 inthemynes,are Argext-uine, and Sulphur. Alt 
mettals and minerals, whereof there befundrie 
and diuers kinds, are begotten ofthelerwo: but 
I mufttel you, that naturealwaies intendeth and 
ftriueth tothe perfe&ion of Gold : but many ac- 
cidents comming between,change the mettalls, 
as itis euidently to be feene indiuers of the Phi- 
lofophers bookes. For.according tothe puri- 
tie and impuritie of the two aforefaide princi- 
ples, drgent-nine,and Sulphur, pure, andi impure 
iektalsarc ingédred. to wit, Gold,Siluer;Steele, - 
Leade,Copper, and Iron. of whole nature, that 
isto fay, puritie و‎ and impuri:ie ‚or.vncleane fu- 
perfluitie and defe& و‎ gine care to ve which 
followeth. ] 


> 
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“Of the name of Golde. 


Godi isaperfect body, engendred of Argent... 

uine pure, fixed, cleare ‚red, and ofSuiphur; 
cleane, fixed , red , no: buming ‚and it wantetli 
2 nothing. 

Of the nature of Siluer. 
11016۲ 15 8 body, cleane, pure, and almoft per- 
fe& , begotten of Argent-niue, pure, almok 
fixed, 
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fixed,cleate,and white, & of fuch alike Sulphur: 
Itwanteth nothíng,faue alittle fixation, colour, 
andweight. — ۱ | 
Ofthe nature of Steele. y 


STeeleis abody cleane jimperfe&t, engendred 
of Argent-uine pure, fixed & not fixed cleare, 
white outwardly , butredinwardly, and ofthe 
likeSulphur. It wanteth onely decoction or di- 
api | 
uo, the nara Beude. 2- Ta sde - 
Eade isan Mie Maer imperfe 9 en- 
وی‎ of Argent-uiucimpure, not fixed, 
رس‎ fomewhat white outwardly and 
red inwardly, and offuch a Sulphur in part bur- 
ning.1t wanterh puritie, fixatiomcolour,and fic» 
rin ^ 
- 9 the nature of Copper. 


(C Opper is is an vncleane and imperfect bodie, 

engendred of Argent-uiue,impure,notfix- 
ed,earthy,burning,red not cleare;and ofthelike 
Sulphur. It wanteth purity, fixation,and weight: 
and hathtoo much ofanimpure colour,and ear- 
thinellen not و سم‎ 
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vl Of ile nature ref Iron. | 
ue isarı ی‎ and peto و ی‎ 
dred of Argent-uiue impure, toe much fixed, 
earthy; burning, white: and red notcleare, and o£ 
thelike Sulphur: Itwanteth fufion, puritie,and 
weight. 


N The Myrrour of Albin. —— 
weight: It hath too much fixed vneleane Sul- 
phur,and burning earthineffe. | hat which hath 
bene fpoken, euerie Alchimift mul diligently 
obferue. | : 

CHAP. ۴ 

Out of what things the matter of Elixir muff be more 

nearly extracfed. AE 


= He generation of mettals, as well perfeét, as 
imperfect , is fufficiently declared by that 
which hath bene already (poken. Now let vs re- 
turneto theimperfect matter that muftbe cho- 
fen and made perfect. Seeing that by the former 
Chapters we haue bene taught.that all 5 
are engeridred of Argent-uiue and Sulphur, and 
how that theirimpuritieand vncleanneffe doth 
corrupt, and that nothing may be mingled with 
mettalls which hath not beene made or fprung 
fromthem, it remaineth cleaneinough, that no 
ftrange thing which hath not his originall from 
thefetwo, is ableto perfeQ them, orto make a 
chaunge and new tranfmutation ofthem:fo that 
itis to be wondred at, that any wife man fhould 
fet his mind vpon liuing creatures,or vegetables 
which are far off, whentherebe minerals to bee 
found nigh enough:neither may we inany wife 
thinke, that any ofthe Philofophers placed the 
Art inthefaid remote thitigs; except it were by 
way of comparifon: butof theaforefaid two;all 
mettalsare made, neither doth any thitig cleaue 
vnto them, or is ioyned with them, nor yet 
chaungethr them, but that which is of them; 
and fo of right wee'muft take Argentuiúe 
and 
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and Sulphur forthe matter 7 Sür trone: Nei- 


ther doth SENE ouch it felfe alone,nor Sul- * 
S 


phur by irfelfealone, beget any metall, but of 
the commixtion of them both و‎ diuers mettals 
and minerals are diuerfly broughtfoorth . Our 
matter therefore muft bee chofen of the com- 
mixtion of them both: but our finall fecrete is 
moft excellent,and moft hidden,to wit,cf what 
minerali thing thar is moreneere then others, it 
fhuld be made: and inmaking choife hereof, we 
muft be very warie. Iputthe cafe then, our mat- 
ter were firft of alldrawne out of vegetables, (of 
which fort are hearbs , trees , and whatíceuer 
fpringeth outofthe earth) here wee mufi firft 
make Argent-uiue: & Sulphur,by along decoc- 
tion,from which things,and their operation we 
are excufed : for nature herfelfe offereth vnto vs 
Argent-uiueand Sulphur. And if wee (hould 
draw it from living creatures (of which fort is 
mans bloud,haire, vrine, excrements, hens egs, 
- and what elfe proceede from liuing creatures) 

wee muf likewile out ofthem extract. Argent- 
uiueand Sulphur by deco Qioh, fró which we 
are freed,aswewerebefore. Or ifwe fhould 
choofe it out of middle minerals (of which fore 
are all kindesof Magnefía , Marchafites, of Tutia, 
Coppres, Allums,Baurach, Salts , and mary o- 


ther) we (hould likewife, asafore, extract Ar- 


gent-uiueand Sulphur by decodtion:frö which 
as fromthe former, wee are alloexcufed. And if 
we fhould take one of thefeuen fpirits by it felfe, 
as Argent-tiue,or Sulpur alone,or Argent-uiue 


and oneofthe two Sulphurs و‎ or Sulphur-uiue, 
i B | 


of 
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or Auripigment , or Cimüe Arfenicum , or red 
alone,or the like: we fhould neuer effect it, be- 
caufe ith nature doth neuer perfect any thing 
without equall commixtion of both, neither 
can wee: from thefetherefore, as from the fore- 
faide Argent-uiue and Sulphur intheir nature 
weare excufed. Finally, ifwee fhould choofe 
them,wee fhould mixe eueriething as itis, ac- 
cording to adue proportion, which no man 
knoweth,and afterward 666061 it to coaguilatio, 
into afolide lumpe : and therefore weareexcu- 
fed from receiuing both of them intheir proper 
nature: to wit, Argent-uiueand Sulphur,feeing 
wee know nottheir proportion, and that wee 
may meete withbodies, wherein we (hall find 
the faidethings proportioned, coagulated & ga- 
thered together, afteradue manner. Keepe 
this fecret more fecretly. Golde is a perfect 
mafculine bodie, without any fuperfluitie 
or diminution : and if it (hould perfect imper- 
fe& bodyes mingled with it by melting one- 
ly, it fhould be Elixir to red. Siluer is alfo a 
body almoft perfect, and feminine; which ifit 
fhould almoft perfect imperfect bodyes by his 
common melting onely و‎ it (houldbe Elixir to 
white, which it is not, norcannotbe, becaufe 
they onely are perfect. And if this perfection 
might be mixed with the imperfect, the imper- 
fect (huld not be perfected withtheperfect;but - 
rathertheir perfeCtions fhuld be diminifhed by 
theimperfect, & become imperfeét.But ۷ 
were more then perfect , eitherinatwo-fold; 
foure-fold,hundred-fold,or larger proportion, 


they: 
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they might then wel perfect the imperfect. And 
forafmuch as nature doth alwaies work fimply, 
the perfection which is in them is fimple, infe- 
parable, & incommifcible, neithermay they by 
art be put inthe ftone,for ferment to fhorten the 
worke, and fo brought totheir former ftate, be- 
caulethe moft volatiledoth ouercome the moft 
fixt. And forthat gold isa perfect body, confi- 
fing of Argent-uiue, redand cleare, & ۳۵ 
Sulphur,therfore wechoofe it not for the matter — 
of our fone to the red Elixir, becaufe it is fo 
fimply perfect, without artificiall mundificati- 
on, & fo ftrongly digefted and fod with a natural 
heate,that with our artificial fire, we arefcarce- 
ly able to workeon gold or filuer. And though 
nature dooth perfect any thing, yet fhe cannot 
throughly mundifie, or perfect and purifieit, 
becaufe fhe fimply worketh on that which fhee 
hath. Iftherfore we fhould choofe gold or filuer - 
for the matter ofthe ftone, we (hould hard and 
{cantly find fire working inthem. And although 
we are not ignorant ofthe fire, yet could we not 
cometothethrough mundification & perfecti- 
onofit,by reafo of his moft firme knitting toge- 
- ther,and naturall compofition : we aretherefore 
excufed fortaking the firftroo red,or the fccond 
too white, feeing we may find out athing or fom 
body ofascleane,or rather more cleane Sulphur 
& Argent-uiue,on which nature hath wrought 
little or nothing at all, which with our artificiall 
fire,& experience of our art,we are able to bring 
vnto his due concoction, mundification, co- 
lour and fixation, continuing our ingenious 
Ba * labour 
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Jabour vpon it. There muftthereforebee fuch 
a matterchofen , wherein there is Argent-uiue, 
cleane,pure,cleare, white & red, not fully com- 
pleat, but equally and prop ortionably commixt 
after a due maner with p like Sulphur, & conge- 
led into a folide mafle, that by our wildome 
and difcretion, and by ourartificiall fire, wwe may 
attain unto the vttermoftcleanneffe ofit,and the 
. puritie ofthe fame, and bring itto that pafle,that 
after the workeended , it might bee athoufand 
thoufand times more ftrong and perfect, then 
the fimple bodiesthemfelues,decoct by theirjna- 
turall heate.Betherefore wife: forif thou fhalt 
befubtile and wittiein my Chapters (wherin by 
manifeft profe I haue laid open the matter of the 
ftone eafietobeknowne)thou fhalttafte of that 
delightfull thing, wheriathe whole intention of 
the Philofophers is placed. * 


CHAP. 1, 


Of tbe manex of working andofmoderatinz, and 
| continuinothe fire. 
[Hope erethistimethou haft already found ont 
bythe words alreadie fpoken(ifthou beeft not 
moftdull, ignorant, and foolifh)the certaine 
matter of the learned Philofophers blelled 
ftone,whereon Alchimy worketh, whileft wein- 
deuourto perfect theimperfe&t , 0 
things more then perfect, And forthat nature 
hath deliuered vs the imperfect onely with the 
perfect.it is our part to make the matter (inthe 
| former 
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- former Chapters declared vntovs ) morethen | 
perfect by ourartificiall labour. And if we know 
notthe maner of working, vehat isthe caufe that 
wedo not fee howe nature (which of long time 
hath perfected mettals)dorh continually work? 
Doo weenotfee, that inthe Mynesthrough the 
continual] hezte that is inthe mountainesthere- 
of the grofnefle of water is fo 06600160 & thick- ' 
ned, thatin continuance of time ir becommeth 
Argent-uiue? Andthatofthe fatneffe of the 
earth through the fame heate and decoction, 
Sulphur is engendred? And that through the 
fame heate without intermifsion continued in 
thé, all mettals are ingendred ofthem according 
totheir puritie and impuritie? and that nature | 
doth by decoctionalone perfect or makeal met- 
tals,as well perfect as imperfect ? Oextreame 
madnefle! what ,I pray you, coñftraines you to 
feeketo perfect the forefaidethings by ftraunge 
melancholicall and fantafticall regiments?as one 
fayth:Wotoyou that will ouercome nature,and 
make mettals more then perfect by a neweregi- 
ment, or worke fprung from yourowne fente- 
16116 braines. God hath ginento nature a ftraite 
Way;to wit,continuall concoGion,and you like 
fooles defpifeit, orelfeknow it not. Againe, fire 
and Azot,are fufficient forthee, And inan other 
place; Heat perfeCteth althings. And elfewhere, 

. fecth,feeth,feerh, and benot wearie, Andin an 
other place,letrhy fire be gentle, & eafie, which 
being alwayesequall , may continue burning : 
and let it not encreafe, forif it do,thou fhalt fuf- 
fer great loffe. And in another place, Know thot 

c Be thar 
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that inonething,to wit,the ftone,byone way,to 
wit,decoctid,and in oneveffel the whole mafte- 
ry is performed. And in an other place, patiently, 
and continually , and in another place, grinde it 
feuentimes. Andinan other place, Itis ground 
withfire. And in an other place, this worke 
isverie liketothe creation of man: for as the In- 
fant inthe beginning is nourifhed with light 
meates و‎ but the bones beeing ftrengthened 
with ftronger : fo this mafterie allo و‎ firft it 
muft haue aneafie fire, whereby wee mul al- 
waies worke in euery-effence of decoction. And 
though we alwayes fpeake of a gentle fire, yet 
intruth, we thinkthatin gouerning the worke, 
the firemuftalwayes by little and little bee in- 
creafed and augmented vnto the end. 


CHAP. V. 
Of the qualitieof the Veffell and Furnace. 


"[ He meanes and manner of working , wee 
hauealreadie determined : nowe wee are to 
fpeake ofthe Veflell and Furnace, in what fort, 
and of whatthings they muft be made. Where- 
asnature by anaturall fire decoCteth the met- 
tals inthe Mynes, fheedenieth the like decoc- 
tion tobe made without a veffell Atte for it. And 
if we purpofeto immitate nature in concoGting , 
wherefore do we reiect her veffell? Let vs firft 
of alltherefore,fee in what placethe generation 
ofmettalsis made. It doth euidently appeare in 
the places of Minerals, that in the bottom of the 

- moun- 


nature whereof is alwaies to alcend, and in the 
aícention it alwayes drieth vp, and coagulateth 
thethickeror grofler water hidden in the belly, 
or veines of the earth, or mountaine, into Ar- 
gent-uiue. And ifthe minerall fatnes of thefame 
place arifing out of the earth,be gathered warme 
togither in the veines of the earth, it runneth 
through the mountain, & becommeth Sulphur. 
And as a man may feein the forefaideveines of 
that place, that Sulphur engendred of the fat- 
nefle oftheearth (asis before touched) meeteth 
with the Argent-uiue (as it is allo written) in 
theveines ofthe earth, and begetreth thethick- 
nelle of the minerall water. There, throughthe 
continual equall heare inthe mountaine,in long 
procefle of time diueríe metrals are engendred, 
according to the diuerfitie of the place. And 
inthefe Minerall places, you (hall finde a con- 
tinuall heate. For this caufe wee are of right 
to trote, thatthe external! minerall mountaine is 
euerie where (hut vp within it felfe;and ftonie : 
for iftheheate might iflue out, there fhould ne- 
uer be engendred'any mettall. If therefore wee 
intend to immitate nature, we muftneedes haue 
fuch a furnace like vntothe Mountaines, not in 
preatnefle, but in continual heate,fo that the fire 
put in و‎ whenit afcendeth, may finde no vent: 
butthat the heat may beat vponthe veflell being 
clofe (hutte , containing in it the matter of the 
ftone: which veffell muftbe round, witha {mall 
necke,made of glaffe or fome earth, reprefenting 
thenature or clofe knitting togither of glaffe:the 
.B mouth: 


12 The Myrrour of A lchimy. k 


mouth whereof muft be figned or fealed witha 
couering ofthefame matter,or with lute. And as 
intheinynes , $ heatdoth not immediatly touch 
the matter of Sulphur and Argent-niue, be- 
cauíe the earth of the mountain cömenth euery 
wherebetween:Sothis firemuft notimmediatly 
touchthe veflell, containing the matter ofthe 
forelaide things init, but it muftbe put into ano- 
ther veflell, fhutclofein the like manner, that fo 
thetemperate heate may touch the matter above 
and beneath.and where ere itbe,»moreaptly and 
fitly : wherevpon Arifotle fayıh, inthe light of 
lights,that Afercurieis to be cócocted inatbree- 
fold veflell,and that the veífell muft bee of mof 
hard Glafle, or (which is better) of earth pof- 
feffing the nature of Glafle, | 


GELAP. VI. 


Of the accidental! and effentiall colours appearing 
| in the worke, 


TH matter of the ftone thus ended,thou fhalt 
knowe the certaine maner of working, by 
what maner and rediment, the ftone ıs often 
chaunged in decoction into diuerfe colours. 
W herupon one faııh,So many colours, fo many 
names. According to the diuerfe colours appea- 
ring inthe worke, the names likewife were va- 
tied by the Philofophers: whereon, inthe firit 
operation of our ftone, it is called putrifactions 
and our ftone is made blacke:whereofone faith, 
Whenthou findeft it blacke, know that n iu 
es lack- 


ص 
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1 
blackneffe whitenefleishidden ر‎ and thou mutt 
extract thefame from his moft fubtile blacknes. 
But after putrefactionit waxethred, not with a 
trueredneffe,of which onefaith - It is often red, 
andofrenofa citrinecolour, it often melteth, 
and is often coagulated, beforetrue ۰ 
And itdiffolueth it felfe, it coagulateth it felfe, it 
putrifieth it felfe, it coloureth it felf,it mortifierh 
it felfe, it quickneth it felfe, it maketh it felfe 
blacke,it maketh itfelfe white, it maketh it felfe 
red. It isalfogreene: whereonanotherfayth, 
Concoct,it till 1t 20062۲6 greene vntotheé, and 
thatisthe foule. And another, Know, that inthat 
greene his foule bearethdominion. Thereap- 
pearesalfo before whitenefle the peacocks co- 
lour,whereon one faith thus. Know thou that al 
the colours inthe world, org may be imagined, 
appeare before whitenefle, and afterward true 
whiteneffe followeth. Whereof one fayth: 

When it hath bin decocted pure and clean, that 
it fhineth like the eyes of fifhes, thenare wee 
to expect his vtilitie و‎ and by that time the 
ftone is congealed rounde. And another fayth: 
When thou fhaltfinde whitenefle a top inthe 
glaffe,be affured thatin that whiteneffe.redneffe 
is hidden : andthis thou muft extract : but con- 
coct it while iv become all red : for betweene 
true whiteneffe and true redneffe ,there is acer- 
taine a(h- colour : of which it is fayde. After 
whiteneffe,chou canft riot erre, for encreafing 
thefire, thou fhalt come to an afh-colour: 
of which another faith: Doo not fet light bythe 
afhes,for God fhal giue ittheemolten:and then 

C at 
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atthe laftthe King isinucfted witha red crowne 
bythe will of God.,, . | v 


C H A P. VII. we 
. Howtomake proiection of the medicine pon: 
| any imperfect bodie, ` 


] Haue largely accomplifht my promile ofthat 
‘great mafterie, for makingthe moft excellent 
Elixir, redand white. For conclufion,weareto 
treate ofthe manner of proiection, which isthe 
accomplifhment ofthe work, thedefired & ex- 
pectedioy. Thered Elixirdoth turneinto a ci» 
trine colour infinitely; and changethall mettals 
intopure gold. Andthe white Elixir doth infi- 
nitely whiten,and bringeth euerie mettaltoper- 
fect whiteneffe.But weknowthatonemettallis 
farther off from perfection then another, & one: 
` more neerethen another. And although euerie. 
mettallmay:by Elixirbe reduced to perfection, 
neuerthelefferhe acereft are more ealily,fpeedi- 
ly, and perfectly reduced, then thofe which are. 
fardiftant. And when wemeete with a mettall 
thatisneere to perfeClion,wearethereby excu-- 
fed frommanythatare ferre off. Andasforthe - 
mettals which ofthembeneeresand which farre 
off, which ofthem Lfay be neereft toperfeéti-. 
-on,ifthou bewifeand difereete, thou fhalt find 
to be plajnel y and truely fet outin my Chapters, 
And without doubt, heethatisto quick fighted 
in this my Mirrour,that by hisown induftryhee 
can finde outthe true matter , heedoth full well 
knowe vppon what body the medicine isto bee 
proiected to bring it to perfection, Porthefore- 
| D 1 runners 
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runners ofthis Art, who haue foundeit outby 
their philofophie,do point out with their finger 
the direct & plain way, whenthey fay: Nature, 
containeth nature : Nature overcommeth-na- 
tare:& Nature meeting with her nature, excee- 
dingly reioyceth, and is changed into other na- 
tures. And inanother place, Every likereioiceth 
inhis like:for likenefle is faideto bethecauíe of 
friend thip,wherofmany Philofophers haueleft 
anotablefécret, Know thou that the foule doth 
quickly enter into his body , which may by no 
meanes be ioynedto anotherbody. And inano- 
ther place, Thefouledoth quickly enter into his 
own body, which ifthou goeftaboutto ioyne 
with another body , thou fhalt loofethy labour: 
forthe neereneffe it felfe is morecleare. And be- 
caufe corporeallthings inthis regimét are made 
incorporeall, & contrariwile things incorporeal 
corporeall,and in the fhutting vp of the worke, 
thé whole body is made a fpirituall fixt thing: 
and becaufe alfo:that fpirituall Elixir euidently; 
whetherwhite or red, isto greatly prepared and 
decoóted beyondehis nature, itis no marnaile 
that itcánnot beeriiixed witha Body, on which 
it is proiected, beeing onely melted . Iris alfo 
ahard mattér to project it onathoufand thou- 
fand and morc, “and incontiriently to penetrate 
and rranfinure them. ] willtherefore nowede- 
liter Vatoyow @ great and'hidderifecret.; One 


partisto bee mixed witha thotifand ofthenext ` 


body;& let allthis be furely put into a fit velfet 
andıfenerit in afurnace of fixation, firft witha 
lent fire; and: afverwardes encreafing the fire 
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for three dayes, tillchey-be infeperably ioyned 
together , and this is a worke of three dayes: 
thenagaine and finally,cuery part heercof by it 
felfe, muftbeproiected vpon another thoufand 
parts of any neere body : andthisisa worke of 
oneday, or one houre,or a moment, for which 
our wonderfull God is eternally tobeprailed.. 


Here endeththe Mirror of Alchimy, compofed by the 
mofi learned Philofopher Roger Bacon, 


The Smaragdine Table of Hermes, Truf 
|. megiflusof Alchimy. > L 


Tee wordes of the lecrets of Hermes, which 
werewritten ina Smaragdine Table , and 
found betweene his hands in anobícure vaute; 
wherinhisbodylay buried. — ]cistrue without 
leafing,certain and mofttrne. That which is be- 
neath is likethat which isaboue: & tharwhich 
is abone, islikethat which is beneath, to worke: 
the miracles ofonething. And asallthings haue 
proceeded from one;by the mediratió of one, fo. 
all things haue fprung from this onething by a- 
daptation.His father isthefun, hismorher isthe 
moone,the wind boreitin hir belly. The earthis 
hisnurfe. The father ofallıhe telefme of this. 
world is here.Hisforceandpow erisperfedt,ifit: 
- beturnedinto earth. Thou fhalt-feperarexhe 
earthfromthefire, theshinnefromthe thicke; 
and tha gently with great difcretion. It af 
sendeth from the Earth into Heauen: and. 
againe 
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andagaine it difcendeth into the earth, and re- 
ceiueth the power of the fuperiours and inferi- 
ours : fo fhalt thou haue the glorie of the whole 
worlde.Allobfcuritie therefore (hall fie aw ay 
fromthee. This is the mightie power of all 
power,forit (hal ouercome cuery fubtilething, 
and pearce through euery folidething. Sowas 
the worldecreated.Here {hall be maruailous ad- 
abrations, whereof this is the meane. Therefore 
am I called Hermes Trifmezistus , or the thrice 
great Interpreter : hauing three parts of the Phi- 
lofophy ofthe whole world. That which I haue 
fpoken ofthe operation oftheSunne,is finifhed. 


Here endeththe Table of Hermes. 


A briefe Commentarie 
of Hortulanus the Philofopher, vpon 
the Smaragdine Table ot Hermes * 
of Alchimy. d. 


T he praier of Horkulanus. 


۱۱ Pude, honour, powerand glorie, be giuen: 
—tothee,O Almightie Lorde God, with thy. 
belouedfonne, our Lord Iefus Chrift, and the 
hol y.Ghoft the comforter.:O holy Trinitie,that 
att the onely oneGod,perfeQ man, I giuethee 
thankesthat hauing theknowledgeof thetran- 
fitorie things-of this worlde (leaft I Should bee 
prouoked with the pleafures thereof) of thy: 

= 1% abun- 
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abundant mercie thou haft taken mee from it. 
Butforfomuchas Ihaue knowne mante decei- 
ved inthis art;that haue not gonethe right way, 
let it pleafethee , :O Lord my God , thatby the 
knowledge which thou baftgiuen mee, I may 
bring my deare friends fró error, that whenthey 
(hal perceiuethe trurh,they may praifethy holy 
and glorious name, which is bleffed forener, 1 
Amena? 913 unt x 1 
TE The Preface. 

| Hortulanus, focalled for the Gardens borde- 
"ring vponthe fea coah , wrappedin alacobin 
skinne, vnworthyto be called aDiíciple of Phi- 
lofophie, moued withthe loueofmy welbelo- 
ued,doo intend to makeatruedeclarationof the 
words of Hermes, the Father of Philofophers, 
whofe words, though thartheybedark and ob- . 
(cure, yerhaue Itruely expounded the whole 
operationand practife ofthe worke: forthe ob- 
fcuritie of the Philofophers in their. fpeeches, 
dooth nothing preuaile,where the doGrine of 
the holy {pirit worketh. 
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the Art of Alchimy istrucand certaine, 


:۲ GE Ren NORTETT tue o 
T He Philofopher faith .- e ¿stree, to wit, that 
if the Arte of &Alchimie.is giuen vnto vs. 
VVithont leaping. This hee faith in deteftationof 
them that affirme this Art to beelying, ‘thatis, 
falle. 2¢{scertaine, vhatis. prooned i Forwhat- 


EL locuer 


: of Hortulanms. و1‎ 
foeuer is prooued , ismolt certaine, And most 
£rie, For moft true golde is ingendred by Art: 
and he faith mofttrue,in the füperlatiue degree, 
becaufethe golde ingendred by this Art, excel- 
lethall naturall gold in all proprieties, both me- 
dicinall and others. 


CHAP. H. 


a That tbe Stone must be dinidedinte + 
Emo parts, | 


(COnfequenilie, hetoucheththe operation of 
ع‎ 61006: faying : That which isbeneath, is as 
that whichis abone.And this he fayth, becaufe the 
ftone is diuided into two principall parts by 
Art: Intothe fuperiour part, that afcendeth vp, 
and into the. inferiour part, which, remaineth 
beneath fixeand cleare : and yet thefetwo parts 
agreein vertue: and therefore hee fayeth, That 
which is abonesislike that whichis beneath. Andthis 
diuifion is neceflarie, To perpetrate the myracles 
of one thing , to wit, of the Stone: becaufe the 
inferiour part is the Earth , which ás called the 
: Nurfe, and Ferment: and the fuperiour part is 
the Seule; which quickeneth the whole Stone, 
-andraifeth it vp ۰ Wherefore feparation made, 
and coniunétion celebrated , manie myracles 
-arceffected inthefecret worke of patute,. 
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CHAR. TIL vi 
T hat the Stone hath init the foure 
Elements, 


Am as all things haue. proceeded from one , by 
the meditation of one. Heere giueth hee an 
example, faying : as allthings came from one, 
to wit, a confuled Globe, ormafle , by medita- 
tion, thatisthe cogitation and creation of one, 
that is the omnipotent God: So all things baue 
fprung, that is, come out from this one thing 
that is, one confufed lumpe , by Adaptation 
that is bythe fole commaúdementof God ‚and 
miracle . So our Stone is borne , and! come 
out of one confufed maffe, containing init the 
foure Elements, which is created of God,and by 
his fole miracle our ftoneis borne. 


CHAP. III. 
T hatthe Stone bath Father and Motber,towit, 
the Sunne and Id cone. 


Ndas wee fee, that one lining creature be- 
getteth more living creatures like vnto it 
felfe: fo artificially golde engendereth golde,by 
vertue of multiplication of the forefaid ftone. 
It followeth therefore , the Sunne is his father, 
that is, Philofophers Gold. Andas in eueriena- 
turall generation, there muft bea fit and conue- 
nient receptacle, with a certaine confonancie of 
fimilitudeto the father : fo likewife inthis artifi- 
ciall generation, it is requifite that the er 
aue 
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haue 2 fitre and confonaunt receptacle for his 
feede and tincture : and this is Philofophers 
filuer. And therefore it followes,the Moone is 

his mother. 


"CHAP. v. 


. That the coniunction of "m parts of the fione 
iscalled Conception. 


۱ whichtwo, when they hauemutuallie 
entertained each other in the coniun@ion 
of theStone, theStoneconceiueth inthe bellie 
ofthe winde: and this is it which afterwarde he 
fayeth : The winde carried it in his bellie .- Ic is 
plaine, thar the windeisthe ayre, and the ayre 
Asthelife,and the lifeisthe Soule. And J haue al- 
ready (poken of the foule, that it quickneth the 
wholeftone. And {o it behoneth, thatthe wind 
۱ fhould carry and recarry the whole flone, and 
| bring forth the mafterie:andthen it followeth, 
. that itmuftreceiue nourifhment of his nurce, 
thatis the earth:and therefore the Philofopher 
faith, 7 becartb is his Nurfe: beeaufethat as the in- 
fant without receiuing food fró his nurfe, kuld 
neuer cometoyeres:fo likewife our ftone with- 
out the firmentation of his earth , fhould neuer 
be brought to effet: which faid firmament , is 
callednourifhment. For foit isbegotten of one 
Father » with the coniunction of the Mother. 
Things, that is ,fonnes like to the Father, if they 
want long decoction, fhalbe liketo the Mother 
inwhiteneffe,and retainethe Fathers weight. 
| D . CHAP. 
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T hat the Stone is perfect ifthe Soule be fixt 
i» the bodie. 


۳ followeth afterward: 7 he father of all the Te- 
lefme of the whole worlde is bere : that is, inthe 
workeof the Rone is afinall way. And note,that 
the Philofopher calleththe worke, the Fa:her 
of all the Telefine : tha: is, ofall fecrersorof 
all treafure Of the whole warlde: thatis,of euery 
` fone found inthe world, ¿s here. Asifhe fhould 
fay,Behotd I thew it thee. Afterward the Philo- 
ets faith و‎ VF il thou that Leach thee toknowe - 
hen the vertue of the Stone is perfect and com- 
Heu ? to wit , when ir is conuerted into his 
earth: and therefore hefaith , His power is eztire, 
that is,compleate and perfect, if it be turned ipto 
carth :thatis, ifthe Soule of the ftone (whereof - 
wee haue made mention before : which Soule 
may becalledthe windeor ayre, wherein con- 
fifteththe whole life and vertueof the fone) be 
conuerted into the earth,towit ofthe fone, and 
fixed: fothat the whole fubflance of the Stone 
be fo with his nurfe,towit earth,that the whole 
Stone beturned into ferment. As in making of 
bread, alittle léznen nouri(heth and fermenteth 
a great deale of Pafte: fo wil! the Philofopher' 
that our ftone bee fo fermented, that it may bee 
fermenttothe multiplication of copa 


mor. 
V3 


of Hortulanus: | 
CHAP. VII. 


Ofthe manzification aud cleaxfing 
of ihe fone. 


G Onkequently , hee teacherh how the Stone 


7 oughtto bee multiplied : but firft hefetreth 

downe the mundification ofthe ftone, andthe 

feparation of the parts : faying, T kou fhalt feparate- 
theearth from the fire,thethinne fromthe thicke, and 
that gently with great diferetion. Gently و‎ that is 

by little, and little, nor violently, but wifely, to 

wite, in Philofophicall doung . Thon fkalé 

Separate that is, diflolue : for diflolution is the 

feparation of partes 7; The earth from the fire, 

the thinne from the thicke : thatis, the lees and ۰ 
dregges, from the fire, the ayre , the water, 
and the whole fubftaunce of the Stone , fo 
c Stone may remaine moft pure without 
all 1۰ ۲ ۱ = ۱ : 


CHAP. VIL ° 


T bat thé unfixed part of the Stonefhouldexceed 
— the fixed,and hft it vp. - | 


"He Stonethus prepared,is made fit for mule 
tiplication, ^ nd now hee fetreth downe his 
multiplication & eafie liquefadlion,with a ver- 
meto pierceas well into hard bodies,as foft,fay- 
ing: /t afcendethfromtheearthinto heanen,and again 
it defcendeth into the cart Here we mult dilig étly 
à D 2 ncte, 
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note , that although our ftone bee divided in 

the firft operation into foure partes, which are 

the foure Elements: norwithftaading , as wee 

haue alreadie faide و‎ there are two principail 

parts of it. Onewhichafcendeth vpward, ard 

is called vnfixed,and an other which remaineth. 
below fixed, whichiscalled earth, or firmamét, 

which nourifherh and firmenteth the whole 

ftone,as we hauealready faid.But ofthe vnfixed. 
part we muft haue a great quantity,and giueit to 

` the&one(which is made moft clean withoutalt 
filth) lo often by mafteriethat the whole ftone be 

caried vpward, fublimating & fubtiliating. And 
this is it whichthe Philofopher faith : 1۶ aften- 
deibfron the earthinto theheanen. "3 | 


CHAP. IX. 


—— AHow the volatile Stone may againe 
= be fixed... ۱ 
, Fterallthefethings , this ftone thus exalted’. 
muft be incerated with the Oyle that was 
extracted from it in the firft operation, being cal- 
ledthe water of the ftone: and fo often boyle it 
by fublimation, till by vertue of the firmentation: 
of the earth: exalted with it, the whole ftone: 
doo againe.defcende from heauen into the 
earth, andremaine fixed and flowing. And this 
isit which the Philofopher fayth : 7z defcendetb 
agayne into the earth , and fo receyweth the ver- 
tue of the fuperiours by fublimation و‎ and of the 
auferiours, by defcention. : that is , that which is: 
| corpo- 


p. -—— t er 
corporall,ismade fpirituall by fublimation, and 
thatwhich is fpirituall, is made corporall by 
defcenlion. . | | 4 


a (ov BRINE orto: ce 
Of the fruit of the Art, and efficacie 
of the Stone. 


en 


So fhalt thou. bane the glorie of the whole 
worlde. Thatis, this tone thus compounded, 
thou fhalt poflefle the glorie of this world. - 
Therefore all obfeuritie fhall fie from thee : that 
is,all want and fickneffe, becaníe the fone thus 
made,cureth eueriedifeale. Here 15 the mizhtiepo- 
wer of all power. Forthereisno comparifon ofo- 
ther powers of this world , tothe powerof the 
fione. For it fhall onercomeenery fubtil thing and fall 
pearcethrough euery folide thing. It Mall ouercome, 
that is, by ouercomming,it (hall conuert quicke 
Mercury, that is {ubtile, congealing it ‘and it (hall 
pearce through other hard, folide,and compact 
bodies. ۱ E EIE ui 
a AA MAS M Os? 
T hat this worke imitatetb tbe Creation of > 
the worlde, Í 


HE giueth vsalfo an example ofthe compo- 

" *fition of his Stone, faying, Sowas the world 
created, T hat is ‚like asthe world was created, fo 
is our ftone compofed. Forin thebeginning,the 
wholeworldand allthat istherein,wasaconfu- 
fed Maffe or Chaos (as isaboue faide) but after» 
ward by the workemanfhip of the foueraigne 

D 3. ۱ Creator, 
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Creator , this maffe was divided into the foure 
elements, wonderfully (eparated and rectified, 
through which feparation, diuers things were 
created :folikewife may diuersthings bee made 
by ordering ourworke, through the fepatation 
of the divers eleméts fró diuers bodies. Here fhal 
be wonderfull adaptations:hatis, If thou fhaltfepa- 
rate the elements, there (hall lie admirable com- 
pofitions, fice for our worke inthe compofition 
of our Stone, by the elements rectified: P herof, 
to wit, of which wonderfull thin gs fit forthis: 
themeanes,to moe "E PRA by ishere, 


-CHAP XIL T stinks 


E» eniematicall infi inuation what the matter 
ange. ofthe Stone fkoulde 3 


Tue rem am] called Hermes T ri} fei. Net? 
that he hath declared thecompotiion of the 
Stone,heteacherh vs after a fecret maner,wher- 
oftheStoneis made ; firft naming himfelfe, to 
theenderhar his fchollers (who fhould hereaf- 
terattainetothis fcience) might hauehis name 
in continuall remembrance* and then hee rou- 
cheth the matter faying: Hanize three parts ef the 
Philofophie of the inhale world: becaufethat w hat- 
foeuer is inthe worlde,haning matter & forme, 
is compounded of the foure Elements: hence is 
it,that there are fo infinite parts of the world, all 
which he diuideth into three principall partes, 
Minerall, Vegetable, & &nimatl:of which ioint- 
ly, or feucrallyshee! had the trug knowledge - 
ine 


c 
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. - ef Hortulenus, 2) d 
the worke of the Sunne: for which caufe hee 
faith „Haning three parts of the Philofophie of the whole 
world,w hich parts are contained in one $tone,to 
wit, hilofophers! E ESS: ET, 


C H A P. XII a" 
FV by: the Stone is said to bp, 


Or this cutee the Stone (ido! to be peek 
becaufe it hath: in it the nature of Minerals, 
Vegetables, and Animals : forthe ftoneis three, 
and one hauling foure natures, to wit, the foure | 
elements, & three colouts,black,white,and red: 
It isalfo called agraine of corne , whichif it die 
not,remaineth without fruit : E: ifitdoodie(as - 
isaboue aid) wheuitis ioyned inconiunétion, 
it bringeth forth much fruite ,.theafore named 
operations being. accomplifhed.. Thus curteous 
reader ,if thou know the operation ofthe Stone, 
Ihauetoldthee thetruth: but ifthou artignorat 
thereof, [haue faid nothing. That which bane jpo- 
ken of the operation of the Sunne is sfimifhed : thatis, 
that which hath beene fpoken ofthe operation 
ofthe ftone, ofthethreecolours, “and fourena-' 
tures, exifting and beeing in one onely thing, 
namely inthe Philofophers Mercurie , 15 fulfil- 
led. T 
7 hus endeth the Commentario of E ete و5‎ upon 
the Smaragdine table of Flermes ¿ho father of Phi- 
u hers. | 


The 


The Booke of the Se- 
cretsof Alchimie, compofed byGalid P 
the fonne of 2azich,tranflated out of 
Hebrew into Arabick, and out of. 
Arabick into Latine andoni 
of Latin into Englifh, 


Tbe Preface ofthe difficnltie ofthe Art. 


3 Hankes be giuen to God the Creator ofall 
things, who hath conducted vs, beautified 

vs, inftructed vs, and giuen vsknowledge and 

vnderftanding : Exceptthe Lorde Mould keepe 
and guide vs, wee fhould bee like vagabends, 
without guideorteacher : yea, we (huld know 
nothing inthe world, vnlefle hetaught ۶ 
isthe beginning: and knowledge it felfe of all 
things ,by his power and goodnes ouer his peo- 
ple. Hedirecteth and inftructeth whom he wil, 
and with mercie reduceth into the way of iu- 
ftice : for hee hath fent his meffengers intothe 
darke places, and made plainethe wayes, and 
with his mercy replenifhed fuch as lone him. 
Know brother, thatrhis our maftery and honou- 
rable office of thefecret Stone, isa fecretofthe 
fecretsofGod, which hee hathconcezled from 
his people, neither would hereueale it toany, 
12116 tothofe, wholike fonnes haue faythfully 


deferued it, knowing both his goodnefle and — 


greatnefle : for tohimthatdefireth 2 fecret of 
God, this fecret mafterie is morenecellary then 
any other. And thofe wife menwho haueat- 

taincd 


KA we 
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tained tothe knowledgeherof, haue concealed 
part therof, and part therof they haue revealed: 
for fo haue I found my wife predeceflors agree- 
ing inthis point intheir worthie bookes:wher- 
by thou fhal knowe that my difciple; Mu/a, 
(more honorable in my cies then all other) hath 
diligently ftudied their bookes, & labored much 
in the worke ofthe maftery,wherin he hath bin 
greatly troubled,& much perplexed,not know- 
ing thenatures of things belonging to this work: ° 
the explanation whereof, and direCtion where- 
in, hehathhumbly begged at my handes 1 
would afford him no anfwere therin,nor deter- 
mineit,but commaunded himto reade ouer the 
Philofophersbookes, & therin tofeeke $ which 
hecraued of me, & he going hisway,read aboue 
a hundreth bookes,as hee found them euenthe 
trueand fecret bookes of noble Philofophers: 
bur inthé he could not find that which hedefi- 
۲۵0۰/0 he remainedaftoni(hed, & almoft diftrac- 
ted,though by the(pace of a yeare he continual- 
ly fought it. If therforemy (choller Arafa (that 
hath deferued tobeaccoüted among $ Philofo- 
phets) haue beene fo doubrfull in the compofiti- 
on hereof, and that this hath hapned vato him: 
what fhallthe ignorant and vnlearned doo , that 
vnderftandeth notthe nature of things, nor is ac- 
quainted with theircompledtions ? But when I 
behelde this in my choyfeft and deareft difciple, 
moued with pitty and compafliontowärd him, 
or rather by the will and appointment of God, I 
madethisbookat the houre of my death, wher- - 
ia 1 haue pretermitted many things,that my pre- 

Es deceflors 


jo The Preface. 
decellors haue made mention ofintheirbookes: 
and againe, I have touched fomethings which 
they concealed,& would by no meanes open & 
. difcouer: yea, 1 haue expounded and laide open 
certain things, that they haue hidden vnder dark 
& figurative fpeeches, And this my book Ihaue 
called the Secrets of Alchimy:in which | hauefpo- 
ken of whatfoeuer is neceffarie, to him that is 
ftudious of this Art or malterie, inalanguage 
- befitting his fence & vnderftanding. And I haue 
named fonre mafteries far greater and better,thé 
other Philolophers haue done : ofwhich num- 
ber is Elixir ,one Mineral,the other Animall:but 
the otherrwoare minerals,and notthe one Elix- 
ir: whole office isto wafhethat,which they call 
the bodies: and another is to make gold of Azot- 
viue,whofe compofition or generatió, isaccor- 
dingtothe generationor order of generationin 
the mynes, being inthe heart and bowels ofthe 
earth. And thefefoure mafteries or works , the 
Philofophers haue declared in their bookes of 
the compofition of this maftery : butthey want 
much : neyther wouldthey Mew the operation. 
of it intheir bookes: ahdthough by chaunce he 
founditour, yet could hee not vnderftand it : fo 
that hee found out nothing that was more trou- 
—blefometo hira.] wil therefore inthis my booke 
declare it,together withthe maner how to make 
it':butler himtharwillreade it, fir} learne Geo- 
metry,and her meafures , that fohemayrightly 
frame his furnaces,not paling a meane either by 
exceffe or defect:and withall, he muft know the. 
quantitie of his fire, and the forme of the veflell 
fitfor his worke, Moreouer, lette him confider 


what 
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what isthe ground-worke and beginning ofthe 
maftery, becingtoit, asthematriceisto liuing 
creatures, which arefa(hioned inthe wombe, 
and therinreceiuetheir creatio & nourifhment: 
for if the thing of this maftery finde not that 
which is conuenient for it, the workeis marred, 
and the workmen (hall not fing that which they 
looke for, neither fhalthething itfelf be brought 
to theeffect of generation: for where one cannot 
meete with thecaule of generation, orthe roote, 
and heateitfelfe, irwill fall out, thatthe labour 
fhall beloft,and the worke nought worth. The 
like mifchiefe will happenin refpect of weight, 
which ifit be not aright inthe compound, the 
partesofthefame nature, paffing their boundes 
byaugmentation, ordiminution,the propertie 
of thecompound is deftroyed,& the effect ther- 
of voyd and without fruit, whereof Iwill giue 
you an example. Doo not youfeethat inSope 
(with which cloathes are wafhed cleane and 
made white)thereisthis property if it be rightly 
made,by reafon of equalitie, & one proportion, 
which participate in length and breadth? wher- 
upon through this participation they agree, and 
thenitappeareth, becaufeitwas truely made, 
and fo the vertue which before lay hid, is nowe 
madeknown, which they cala property, being 
the vertue of wafhing engendred in the com- 
pound :but when the grauity ofthecompound 
paílerh his bounds, either by addition or dimine. 
tion;? vertiieit (elf breakeththe limits ofequali- - 
ty, & becomethontrary;according tof diftépe- 
race ofthecopound. And thisthou muft vnder- 
{tad to happen inthe c6pofition of our maftery. ` 
۳ ۳+2 > Of 
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. CHAP ۰ 


Ofthefoure Mafteries, or principall works. 


ofthe Art, to wit, folution, congelation, 
albificarion andrmbification, 2 

N Ow begin I to fpeake ofthe great worke 
which they call Alchimy , wherein I will 
confirme my woordes , without concealing 
ought, or keeping backe any thing , fane 


that which is not conuenient to bee vitered ` 


ornamed. We fay thenthatthe great work con- 
taineth in it foure malteries(asthe Philofophers 
before vs haueaftirmed)thatistofay,todiflelue, 
to congeale, to make whiteandred. And thefe 
foure quantities are partakers , whereof two of 
them are partakers betweenethemfelues,and fo 
likewife are the othertwo. And either ofthefe 
double quatities hath another quantity parraker, 
whichisa greater quantity partaker after thefe 
two. I vnderftand by thefequantities,the quanti- 
tieofthenarures, and weight of the medicines 
which are orderly diffolued and congealed, 
wherin neither addition nor diminution haue a- 
ny place.Butthele two,to wit, foluttonand con- 
gelation, fhalbe in one operation,and (hall make 
but oneworke,andthatbeforecompofition:but 
after compofition,their works Mall bee diuers. 
And this folurion and congelation which wee 
hauefpoken of, are the (olution of the bodie, 
and the congelation of the Spirite, and they 
are two, yet haue but one operation. For 
the Spirites arenot congealed, ا‎ RE 

x ies 


= x 
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dies beediffolued , as likewifethe bodies is nor 
diffolued,vnleffethefpirit becógealed: & when 
thefoule &thebody areioyned togither, either 
of them worketh in his companion made like 
vnto him: as for example, when water is put to 
earth, it ftriuethto difloluethe earth by the moi- 
fture, vertueand propertie which it hath,ma- 
king it more fubtile then it was before,and brin- 
ging it tobelikeitfelfe: for the water was more 
- fubtilc then the earth : and thus doth the foule 
- workeinthe bodie,andafterthe fame manner is - 
thé water thickened with the earth,and becom- 
meth like vnto the earth inthicknefle , for the 
earth is morethickethenthe water. Andthou 
muf knowe that betweene the folution of the 
bodie, and congelation of thefpirit,thereis no 
diftance of time or diuerfe work, asthoughone. - 
fhould be withoutthe other, asthereis nodiffe- 
rence of time inthe coniun&ion of the earth, 
and water,that one might be knowne & difcer-- 
ned fromthe other intheir operations: butthey 
haue both one inftant,and one fact, and one and 
the fame worke conteineth them bothat once 
beforecompofition: I fay before compofition, 
leafthethat (hall read this booke, and hearerhe 
namesof refolution and congelation, fhoulde 
fuppofeittobethecompofition whichthe Phi- 
lofophers entreat of, for fohefhould fowly erre 
in his workeand iudgement : becaufe compofi- 
tion inthis workeor mafterie, is a coniunction 
or marriage of the congealed fpiric, with the dif- 
folued bodie,and this coniunCionor pafsion is 


vponthe fire. For heate is his nourifhment, and 
E 3 the 
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the foule forfaketh notthe bodie , neither is it 
otherwifeknit vntoit, then by the alteration of 
both from their owne vertue and properties, 
and after the conuerfion of their natures: and 
thisisthe folution and congelation, which. the 
Philofophers firft {pake of: which neuertheleffe 
they haue hidden intheir fubriledifcourfes with 
darke & obfcure words, that fo they might alie- 
nate and eftrange the mind ofthereader {rö the 


teue vnderftanding thereof: whereofthou maift. 


take this for an example. Ánnoynttheleafe with 
poyfon, and ye fhallapproue thereby the begin- 
ning ofthe worke and maftery ofthefame.And 
againe , labour the firong bodies with one folu- 
tion, til either ofthem be turned to his fubuilitie, 
Solikewife in thefe folowing,exceprye conuert 
the bodies into fuch fubtiliriethat they may bee 
impalbable, yee fhall not find that ye looke for: 
and if youhanenot ground them, returne backe 
to worketilitheybee ground, and madelubtill: 
which if you do,you {hall haue your wifh. And 
many other fuch fayings haue they of the fame 
matter. The which none that euer proved this 
Art could vnderftand til he hath had a plainede- 
monftration thereof, the former doubt being re- 
moued. And in like maner haue they fpoken of 
_ that c6pofition, whichis after {olution & conge- 

. lation. And afterward they haue faid,that Copo- 
. fition is not perfect without marriage, and pu- 
trifaction:yevagainethey teach folution, conge- 
lation, diuifion, mariage, putrifaQion, and com- 
pofition;becaufe compofitionis the beginning, 
and verie life ofthething.For vnleffe there were 
‚cz 3 | compo- 
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compofition,thething fhould Heuer bebroughe 
to paffe. Diuifion isa fe parati ofthe parts ofthe 
eöpound, & fo feparation hath bin his coniunc- 
tion. Ttell youagainesthatthe fpirit wilnotdwel 
with thebody,ncr be in it.nor by any meanes a- 
bide with it vntill the body be made lubtil &thin 
as the fpirit is. But when it is attenuate and fub- 
till,and hath caft off histhicknes, & put onthin- 
nes, hath forfaken his grofnefle & corpority, & is 
become fpirituall,then (hall he be mingled with 
the fubrill fpirits,& imbibed inthem,fothat both 
fhall become oneandthefame, & they (hall not 
befeuered,like as water put to water cannot be 
divided.Suppofe that oftwo like quantities,that 
ate in folution and congelation, thelarger isthe 


foule,the lefler isthe body:adde afterwardtothe | 


quantitie which is the foule, that quatity which 
is inthebody, & it hall participate with the firff 
quantity in vertueonly :then workethem as we 
haue wroughtthem , and fo thou fhalt obtaine 
thy defire, and Euchide his line fhall bee verified 
vntothee. Afterwardetake his quantity, and 
know his waighr, and giue him as much moy- 
fture as he will drink,the weight of which moy- 


ftare we hare not here determined. T hen againe 


"worke them with an operario vnfikethe for- 
mer, frh imbibing and fublining it; and this 
"operation is that which they call Albification, 
and they name it Yari و‎ thatis و‎ Siluer , and 
and white Leade, Andwhen thou haft made 
this compounde white, addeto him fo much 
of the Spirit, as maketh halfe ofthe whole, and 
fet itto working, tillit waxeredde, and then 

| it 
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` ítfhallbeof thecolour Alfulfir, which is verie 


red, and the Philofophers haue likened it to 
golde, the effet hereof, leadeth thee to that 
which 4rifotlefaideto his Difciple Arda: wee 
call the clayewhen it is white, rari? و‎ thatis Sil- 
uet + and whenitisred, wee name it Temeynch, 


that is Golde.Whitenefle isthat which tin@eth ` 


Copper, and maketh it rit , and that is red- 
nelle,which tincteth Yarit , that is filuer, & ma- 
keth it Temeynch,that is Gold. Hetherefore that 
is able to diffoluerhefe bodies, to fubtiliare thé, 
to make them white and red,and (as I haue faid) 
to compound themby imbibing» and conuert 
themtothe fame, (hall without all doubt attaine 
the mafterie,and performethe worke whereof I 
hauefpoken vntothee. | 


CHAP, II. 


Ofthethings andinstruments neceffarie and 
fit for this worke. | [ 


JT behoueth thee to knowethe veffels in this 
mafterie , to wit Aludels , which the Philofo- 
phers haue called Church- yards, or Cribbles: 
becaufe in them the parts are diuided, and clean- 
fed, and in them is the matter of the mafterie 
madecompleat, perfect, anddepured. And - 
euery one oftheíe mufthauea Furnace fit for it, 
and let either of them haue a fimilitude and fi-. 


gureagreeabletothe worke. Mezleme,and ma- 


ny other Philofophers, haue named all thele 


‚things intheirbookes, teaching the manerand 


forme . 


€ 


The Secrets of A lcbimy. 37 
formethereof.And thou muft khow,that herein 
the Philofophers agree togither in their wry- 
tings,concealing it by (ignes « and making many 
"books thereof, & inftruments which are necefla- 
rie in thefe foure forefaid things. As for the in- 
ftruments,they aretwoinnumber. Oneis aCe- 
eurbit, with his Alembick:the other is 4/udel,that 
iswellmade. There are alfo foure things ne- 
cellarie to thefe: tharistofay, Bodies, Soules, 
` Spirites, and. VV aters: of thefe foure dooth the 
mafterie, and mineral! worke confift. 6 
made plaine in the Philofophers Bookes , I 
haue therefore omitted them in mine , and - 
onely touched thofethings , whichthey pafled 
ouer with filence:which he (hal! eafily difcerne, 
that is but of indifferent iudgement. And this 
booke I hauenot made for the ignorant and vn- 
learned, but for the wife and prudent. 


CHAP. III. 


of the mature of things appertaining te 
` this worke. 


K Now thou thatthe Philofophers haue gi- 
^ *-uenthemdiueríe names: for {ome hauecal- 
led them Mynes, (ome Animal, fome Herball, 
andfomeby the name of Natures, that is Na- 
türall: fome other hauecalledthem by certaine 
other names ar their pleafures, as feemed good 
vntothem. Thou muft alío know, that their 
Medicines are neere to Natures , according = 

UT E | tke 
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the Philofophers haue faid intheir bookes, that 
"Nature commeth nighto nature, and Nature is 
liketo nature, and Nature is ioyned to nature, 
and Natureis drowned innature, and Nature 
maketh nature white;& Nature doth make na- 
ture red,and generation is retained with genera- 
tion, & generation conquereth with generation. 


of Decaction;and the effect thereof. 


T ` Now thou that the Philofophers haue na- 

med DecoétionintheirBookes,faying,:har 
they make DecoCtioninthinges + and that is it 
that engendreththem,and changeth them from 
their fubftances and colours,into cther fubftäces 
and colours. Ifthoutranfgreflenor, I tellthee in 
thisbooke,thou fhalt proceed rightly. Confider 
brother,the feed of the earth, wheron men liue, 
how theheate of the Sunne workerh ‘in it, till 
it be ripe, when men and other creatures feede- 
vpon it,and that afterwarde Nature.worketh on. 
it by her heate within man , conuerting it into- 
his fe(hand blood. For like hereto is our ope- 
ration of the mafterie:the feed: whereof (asthe 
learned haue fayde) isfuch, that-his perfeCtion 
and proceeding confifteth inthefire, which is 
the caufe of his life anddeath, without fomwhat 
comming betweene, and his {piritualtie, which 
arenot mingled but withthe fire. Thus hauel 
tolde thee the truth,as I haue feeneand doneur: 


۱ E C 
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«d. 
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UTR 2۷۷ “EEDA P? V. | ns 
Of Subtiliation;S olution,Coagulation, and comaniflion 
of the Stone, and of their caufe andend. 
F 7115 14 
K Now, that except thou fubtiliatethe bodie 
1211 become water, it will not ruftand pu’ 
trifie, and then it cannot.congeale the flitting 
foules,whenthe firetouchetb them: forthe fire 
isthat which congealeth them by the ayd therof 
vpro them. And in like maner haue the Philofo- 
phers commanded to diflolue the bodies, tothe 
end P heat might enter intotheir bowels. Again 
wereturne to diffoluethofe bodies, & congeale 
them after theirfolution, withthat thing which 
cometh nigh toit, vntil weioyneall thofe things 
whichhauebeene mingledtogither , by anapt 
and fit commixtion,which is a temperate quan’ 
titie. Whereupon we ioyne fire and water, earth 
and ayre togither:whenthethick hath bin min“ 
pled withthe thin, & thethianerwith the thick, 
the one abydeth with theother و‎ andtheir na- 
tures are changed and made like, wheras before 
they were fimple;becaufethat part which is ge- 
neratiue,beftowerh his vertue vpon the fubtill; 
and that istheayre:for itcleaueth vnto bis like; 
and .is. a part of the generation from whence 
itreceyucth powertomotieand afcend vpward. 
Cold hath power ouerthe thick, becaufe it hath 
loft hisheate , and the water is gone out of it, 
and thething appeared vpoit.And the moifture 
departed by-alcending, & the fubril part of? aire, 
and mingled it felfe with it; for it is like vitoit, 
à | i2 and 
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and of the lamenature.And whenthethickebo- 
die hath loft his heat and moyfture,and that cold 
and drinede hath power ouer him;and thettheir 
parts haue mingled themíelues, and be diuided, 
and ibat ۱۳6۲6 15 no moyfturetoioyne the partes 
diuided.the parts withdraw themfelues, And a£ 
terwardsthe part which is contrary to colde, by 
realon that it hath continued, & fenthis heat and 
decodtion, tothe parts of $ earth, hauing power 
ouerthem, and exercilingfuch dominion ouer 
the cold, that wherebeforeit wasin the thieke 
body itnow lurkethand lieth hid,his part ofge- 
neration is changed, becomming fubtil and hot; 
and ftriuing todry vp by his heat. Butafterward 
the fubtill pare (that caufeth natures to afcende) 
when it hath loft his accidental! heat; & waxeth 
cold,thenthe natures are changed, and become 
thicke,and defcendtothecenter, where y earth- 
ly natures are ioynedtogither, which were fub- 
tiliateand conuerted in their generation,and im- 
bibed inthem:and fo the moyfture coupleth to- 
githerthe parts diuided:bur the earth endeuou- 
rethtodrie vp that moyfture,cópafsing itabout, 
and hindring itfrom going out: by means wher- 
ofthat which before lay hid, doth now appear: 
neither canthe moyfture befeparated, butis re- 
tained by thedrineffe. And inlike maner we fee, 
that whofoeueris in the worlde, is retained by 
or with his contrarie , as heate with colde, 
and drinefle with moyfture. Thus wheneach 
of them. hath be(teged his Companion , the 
thin is mingledwithrhe thicke,andthofethings 
are madeonefubftance:to wir, their foule po 
T ad 
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and moyft,and their body colde and drie: then it 
laboureth to diflolueand fubriliare by his heate 
and moyfture,which is hisfoule, and ftriuethto 
enclofeand retaine with his body thatis colde 
and drie. And inthis maner, is hisofficechanged - 
and altered from one thing to another. Thus 
haue I toldetheethetruth, which I hame both 
feene X done, giuing thee in charge to conuert 
natures from their fubtilitieand fubftances,with 
heate and moyfture, into their fubftances and 
colours. Now ifthou wouldft proceed aright in 
this maftery ‚to obtainethy defire, paffe notthe 
boundes that] hauefet thee in this booke. 


-CHAD. VI. 


> Themanner howto fixethe Spirit. 


>: > 9 0$ /' 


fire. The Spirits are fugitiue, folongasthebo- 
diesare mingled withthem, and ftrinetorefift 
_ thefire & his flame:and yet thefe parts can hard- 
ly agree withouta good operation and continu- 
al labour : for the nature of the fouleis to af- 
cend vpward, whereasthe center of the foule is. 
And who is hee that isabletoioynetwo or di- 
uers thiagstogither, wheretheircenters are di- 
uers : vnleffe it beafter the conuerfion of theyr 
natures, and change ofthefubftance and thing, 
| F 3 from 
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from his nature, whichis difficultto finde out? 
Whofoeuer therefore can conuert thefoulein- 
to the bodie, thebodieintothefoule, and there- 
with mingle thefubtile fpirites, fhallbe ableto 
tinct any body. | 


CH AP. VII. 


Of the Decoétion, Contrition and wafhing 


of the flone. 


Treu art moreouerto vnderftand , that De- 

coétion,contrition, cribatiö,mundification, 
and ablution, with [weet waters is very necefla- 
ry tothis fecretand maltery : fothathe who will 
beftow any paines herein, muft cleanfe itvery 
well, and wafhthe blacknellefromir, and dark- 
nes that appearerh in his operation,and fubuliate 
the bodie as muchasheecan, and afterwarde 
mingletherwith the foules diflolued,and fpirits _ 
cleanfed,folong ashethinkegood. = 1 7 


CHAP. VIIL% 


Of the quantitie of the Fire, and ofthe conmo- 
ditie and difcommoditieoftt, ° 


T 'Vrthermore, thou muft beeacquainted with 
the quantity of the fire, forthe benefit and 
10116 ofthisthing; proceedeth fromthe benefit 
of the fire. Wherupon Platofaid in his booke: he 
frrejeeldeth profit to that which is perfect , but domage 
andcorruption to that which is corrupt : {o that ۳ 
۱ ۱ ۱ is 
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his quantitie fhal be meete & conuenient,it (hal 
prolper, burifitfhall exceed meafure in things, 
it (hal without meafure corrupt both:to wit,the 
perfect and corrupt: and forthiscaufe it was re- 
quifite thatthe learned fhould pourethieic me- 
dicines vpon Elixir, to hinderandremoue from 
them the burning ofthe fire, & his heate.Hermes 
allofaidto his father. Iamafraide Father ofthe 
enemie in my houfe:to whom he madeanfwer, 
Sontakethedog Corafcene, & the bitch of Arme- 
nia,putthem together,and they fhal bring a dog 
of the colour of heauen,and dip him onceinthe 
fea water:for he fhallkeepethy friend, and de- 
fend thee from thy enemie, and (hall helpethee 
wherfoeuerthou become, alwaies abiding with 
thee, bothinthis world, and in the worldto 
come. Now Hermes meant bythe dog & bitch, 
fuch things as preferue bodies from. the fcor- 
ching heate ofthe fire. And thefethings are wa- 
ters of Calces and Salts, the compofition where- 
of,istobefound inthe Philofophers books ‚that 
haue written of this maftery, among wHome, 
fome hauenamed them Sea- waters, and Birdes 
milke,and fuchlike;.: 


CHAP IX. 
Of the Separation of the Elements. 
of the S tone. | 


T Hou muftafterward bother,takethis preci- 
ousStone,whichthe Philofophershauena- 
med,magnilied,hidd& & concealed, & put itin a 
Cucurbit with his Alembick,& diuidehis E 
that 
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that is, the foure eleméts,the Earth,the Water, 
the Aire, andtheFire, T hefearethebody and 
foule,the (pirit and tinQure. When thou haft di- 
vided the water fromthe earth,and the aire from 
the fire"*keepe both ofthemby themfelues , and. 
take that which defcendeth tothe bottom ofthe 
glafle, beeing the lees,and wath it with a warme 
fire,til his blackneffe begone;and his thicknefle 
departed : thenmake him very white, caufing 
the fuperfluous moyftureto 116 away, forthen 
hee (hall bee changed and becomea white calx, 
wherein there is nocloudie darkeneffe, nor va- 
cleannefle, and contrarietie. Afterward returne 
back cothe firft natures, which afcended from it, 
and purifie thé likewife from vncleannes,black- 
nefle, and contrarietie «and reiteratethefe works 
vpon thé fo often, vuril they be fubtiliate,purifi- 
ed, and madethin:which when thouhaftdone, 
thou fhaltacknowledgethat God hath bin gra- 
cious vntothee. Know brother,thatthis work is 
one ftone, into which C«tb may not enter,that is 
tofay,any ftrangething.T he learned work with 
this,and from hence proceedetha medicinethat 
giueth perfection. T here muft nothing be min- 
gledherewith, either in partorwhole. This 
Stone is to befound arall times, in euerie place, 
and abouteuery man, thefearch whereof isnot 
troublefome to himthat feckerh it,wberefoeuer 
he be. This Stone is vile, blacke,and ftinking : It 
cofteth nothing : it muftbeetaken alone : itis 
fomew hat heavie, andit is called the Originall 
ofthe world, becaufeitrifeth vp likethingsthat 
bud forth: Thisis hisreuelationand apparance . 
to 
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to him that maketh inquirie after it. | 


| |۱۱ ae CHAP. X. 
Of thenatureof the Stone, and bis 
birth, 


| ‘Ake it therefore and worke it as the Philofo- 
2 pher hath told you inhisbooke, whenhena- 
med itafterthis maner. Takethe Stone,no Stone, 
orthatisnota Stone, neither is of the nature ofa 
Stone. It isaStonewhofe myneisinthetopofthe 
mountaines: and here by mountaines , the Philofo- 
phervaderftanderh liuing creatures,wheruponhe 
faide. Sonne, goto the mountaines of /adza, 0 
hiscaues,& pull outthence precious ftones which 
will melt in the water when they are putteinto it. 
And this water is that which is taken from other 
mountaines and hollow places: They are ftones 
Sonne,and they are not ftones, but we call them fo 
for a Similitude which they haue to ftones, And 
. thou muft know,that therootes oftheir mynes are 
in the ayre,and their tops in the earth, and it wil ea- 
fily be heard whentheyare pluckt out oftheir pla- 
ces,forthere will bea great noyfe. Goe withthem. 
my fonne, for they will quickly vanifh away. 


CHAP. XI. 


Of the commiftion-ofthe Elements that 
were feperated. 


Bg compofition , which isthe circuite ofthe 
whole worke , forthere fhall be no compofiti- 
G on 
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on without marriageand putrefaction. T he Marri 
«geisto minglethe thinne withthethicke, and Pø- 
trefaction, istoroft, grinde,. and water, fo long till 
all be mingled together and become one, fo that 
there (hould beeno diuerfitieinthem , norfepara- 
tion from water mingled with water. Thea (hall 
the thicke labour to retaine the thinne : then 
fhall the foule Íftrive with the fire, and endeuour to 
beareit : then (hall the Spirite labourte be drow- 
ned in the bodyes, and poured foorthintothem. 
And this muft needes bee, becaufe thebodye dil- 
folued, when is iscommixt with-the Soule, it is 
likewife commixt with euerie part therof: & other 
things enterintootherthings, according to rheyr 
fimilitude and likenefle, and are changed intoone 
andthe fame thing. And for this caufethefoule 
muft partake with the commoditie, durablenefe, 
and permanencie, which the body receiued inhis 
commixtion. "The like alfo muft befall the Spi- 
ritein this ftateor permanencieofthefouleand bo- 
by : for whenthe Spirit (hall beecommixt with - 
thefoule by laborious operation, and all his partes 
` with all the partes ofthe othertwo, to wit, the 
fouleandbodie, then fhall the Spiriteand the o- 
ther two, bee conuerted into one indiuifible 
thing, according totheirentirefubftance, whole 
natures haue beene.preferued, and their partes. 
haue agreed and come together: wherebyit hath 
cometopaffe, that whenthiscompounde hath met: 
witha body diffolued,and that heate hath got hold 
ofit, andthar the moyfture which wasin it appea- 
reth,andis molten in the diflolued body, and hath 
paffed into it, and mixtitfelfe with that qa 
iy’ 8 Or 
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ofthe natureofmoyfture,it is inflamed,and the fire 
defendeth it felf with it. T hen when the fire would 
beenflamed with it, it will not fufferthe fire to take 
holde ofit,that istofay: to cleaue unto it with the 
Spirit mingled with his water. The firewillnora- 
bide by it vntill it be pure. And inlike mannerdoth 
the water naturally flie fromthe fire, wherofwhen 
thefirehath taken hold, it doth forthwith by little 
and little euaporate. And thus hath the body beene 
the meanestoretainethe water, andthe water to 
retainetheoyle, that it fhould nor burne nor con- 
fame away,and the oyle to retaine tinCure,. and 
tincture the precife caufe to make the colour ap- 
peareand fhew forth thetin@ture, whereinthere is 
neitherlight nor life. Thisthenisthetruelifeand 
perfection of the worke and mafterie which thou 
foughteft for. Be wife therefore and vnderftande, 
and thou fhalt find whatthou lookeft for,ifit pleafe 
God, + # ۹ 
CHAP. XII. 


` Ofthe falution of the Stone compounded, 


T He Philofophers moreover haue taken e 
paines in diffoluiug, that the body and foule 
might thebetter be incorporare,for all thofe things 
that are together incontrition, aflation, and rigati- 
on, hauea certaine affinitie and alliance betweene 
themfelues, fotharthe fire mayfpoyle the weaker 
ofnatute; till it vtterly: fade and vanifh aw2y,as 
alfoicagain returneth vpon the ftronger parts, vntil ~ - 
the bodie remaine without the Soule. But when: 
3. G 2 they 
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they are thusdifluiued and congealed;theytakethe. 
parts one with another, aswell great asfmall, and 
incorporate then welltogether, tillthey beconuer- 
ted and changed into oneandthe fame thing. And 
whenthis is done, the fire taketh fromthe Soule 
as muchas from the body., neither more nor lefle, 
and this isthe ceufe of perfection. For this caufeit 
is neceflary (teaching the compofition of Elixir) to 
afford one chapter for expounding thefolution of 
fimple bodyes and foules, becaufebodyesdoonot. 
enterintofoules, butdoratherwithhold and hin- 
derthem from fublimatió, fixation,retention,com 
miftion,andthelike operations, except mundifica- 
tion go before, And thou fhaltknow, that folution. 
is after one of thefetwowayes: for either it extrac- 
teth the inward parts ofthings vnto their Superfi- 
cies,and this is folution (an example whereof thou. 
haft in Siluer that feemerh cold anddrie, butbeing 
diflolued, and that his inwards appeare, it is found: 
hotand moyft) or elfeitisto purchafeto abody an 
accidental! moyfture which it had not before, and 
toadde hereunto his ownehumiditie, whereby his 
parts may.bediflolued,andthis likewife.is called foe. 
lution. 
| CHAP. XIII. 


| Ofthe cosgulationof the Stone diffolued. © 


SOme among thelearned hauefaid,Congeale ina. 
bath with a good congelation as I haue 6 
thee, and this isSulphur fhining in ۵ 
Hiafinth,a fry & deadly poyfon ‚the Elixirthat abi- 
deth vppon none,a victorious Lion, amalefactor,: 
| _ afharpe 
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a fharpe fworde, a precious Triacle, healing euery 
infirmitie.And Geber the lonne of Hayenfayd,that all 
theoperationsofthis mafterie are contained vnder 
fixe things: to put to flight, tomelt, toincerate, to 
makeas white as Marble, to diffolueand congeale, 
That puttingto flighr,isto driue away and remoue 
blacknefle, from the fpirit and foule: the melting is 
theliquefaction of the body : to incerate belongeth 
properly tothe body, andis the fubtiliation thereof: 
to whiten, is properly to melt {peedily: tocongeale, 
isto congealethe body withthe foulealreadie pre- 
pared, Againe, flight appertaineth tothe body and 
foule: to melt, whiten,incerate,and diflolue,belong 
vnto thebody , andcongelationtothefoule. Bee 
wileand vnderftand. ` 


۳ CHAP. XIIIT.. 
That thereisbut one Stone, and of his nature, 


Ba a Grecke Philofopher , when ic was de- 
12 maunded ofhim , whethera fone may be made 
efathing that buddeth, madeaníwere, yea, to wit, 
the two firft ftones, the fone Alkali, and our fone, 
which isthe life and workmanfhip of him that 
knowethit: but he thatis ignorant ofit , and hath | 
not made it,and knoweth not how itis engendred, 
fuppofing ittobenoftone, orthatconceineth nor 
with himfelfe whatfoeuer I hauefpokea of it, and 
yet will make a tryallofit , prepareth himfelfe for 
death,and cafteth away his money: forifhecannot - 
finde outthis precious ftone,another (hall nor arife 
inhis place,neither hall naturestriumph over him. 
His nature is great heate with moderation, He that 
| G 3 now 
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now knoweth it, hath profited by reading this 
booke,but hethat remaineth ignorant,hathloft his 
labour. Ithath many properties and vertues , for 
itcureth bodies of theiraccidentall difeafes,and pre- 
ferueth found (ubftances, in fuch fort, thattheir ap- 
peareth in them no perturbations of contraries nor 
breach oftheir bond and vnion. Forthisisthe fope 
of bodies, yea their fpiritand foule, which when it 
isincorporate withthem, diffolueth them without 


any loffe. This isthe] "Di Jand their refur- 
rection;a medicine وم(‎ purging 
fuperfluities. Hefhat vnderftandeth;fet Nim vnder- 
Rand, and hethat iş ighoran im beg ignorant 


to be bought nor fote 
and worth,and thenbegintoworke:wherofa lear- 
ned man hath faid: God giueththeenot this mafte- 
rie forthy fole audacity, fortitude & {ubtilitie wwith- 
out all labour,but men labor, and God giueth them 
good fuccefle. Adore the God the creator, that hath 
vouchfafed thee fo great fauor in his bleffed works: 

| uylap ora 


CHAP. XV. «| 
T be maner how to make the Stone white. 


NOve therefore when thou wilt enterpife this 
worthy worke, thou (hal: take the precious 
ftone,and put itin a Cucurbite, couering it withan 
Alembicke, being well clofed with the lute of wif- 
dome, and fet it inverie hote dung , then fhaltthou 
diftillic, putting areceiner vnder it, whereinto the 
water may diftill, aud thus thou malt leaueir, till 
| all 
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allthe water be diftilled , and moyfture dryed vp, 

- andthat drynefle preuaile ouer ie:then fhalt thou 
takeit out drie, referuing the water that is diftilled, 
- vntillthou haft neede of it: thou Malt take (1 fay) 
the drie bodie that remayned in the bottome of 
the Cucurbite , and grinde it, and putitin a vef- 
fell,in greatneffe anfwerable to the quantitie ofthe 
medicine, and burieit in verie hote horfe-dung as 
thou canft get, the Veflell beeing well fhut with 
the lute of Wifedome , and folet it ret. But 
when thou pérceyueftthe dung to waxe colde, 
thou fhalt get theeother tharis freíh, and very hot, 
and therein putthy Veflell. Thus fhalt thou do by 
the {pace of fortie dayes, renuing thy dung fo of- 
tenas occafion hall feme, andthe Medicine hall 
diffolue of it felfe, and become a thicke white wa- 
ter: which when thou beholdeftto be fo,thou fhalt 
weigh it, & puttheretofomuch ofthe water which 
thou haft kept,as will makethe halfe of his weight, 
elofing thy Veflell with the lute of VVifedome, 
and put it againe in hote horfe-dung , for that is 
hote and moyft, and thou fhalt not omit (as I haue 
faydey to renue thé dung, whenit beginneth to 
coole, till thetearme of fortie dayes be espired:for 
the Medicine (hall becongealedinthelike number 
ofdayes,as before it was difloluedin.Again, takeit, - 
andnotetheiuftweight ofit; and according to his 
quantitie, take ofthe water which thoü madeft be- 
fore,griad the body,and fubtiliateit, ard pourethe 
water vponit, and fet itagainein hothorf-dung, for 
aweckeand ahalfe,that isto fay,ten daies,thentake: 
it out,and thou fhalt feethat the bedie hath already 
drunk vpthe water. A fterward grinde itagaine, and 
put 
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puttheretothe like quantitie of that water, as thow 
didft before : bury it in dung, and leaue it there 
for ten dayes more:take it out againe,and thou (halt 
find thatthe body hath already drunke vp the wa- 
ter. Then (as before) grindeit, putting thereto of 
the forefayd water,the forefaydquantitic, and bury 
itintheforefayd dung, and let itreftthere ten dayes 
longer,and afterward draw it out, fo fhalt thou do 
the fourth time alfo : which being done, thou (halt 
drawe it forth,and grinde it, and buric it in dung 
tillitbeediflolued. Afterward, take it out, andrei- 
terateit yeronce more,for thenthe birth is perfect, 
and his worke ended. Now whenthisisdone, and 
thatthou haftbroughtchisthing to this honourable 
eftate, thou fhalt taketwo hundred and fiftie drams 
of Lead;or Steele,and melt it : which beeing mol- 
ten, thou fhalt caftthereon one dramme of Cinna- _ 
barus : that is و‎ ofthis Medicine , whichthou haft 
brought tothis honourable eftate ; andhigh de- 
gree, and it (hall reraine the Steele or Leade , that 
it Ay not from the fire : it (hall make itwhite, and ' 
purge it from hisdroffe and blacknefle,and conuert 
it intoatincture perpetually abiding. Then take a 
dramme ofthefetwo hundred and fiftie,and proie& 
it vpon two hundred and fiftie drammes of Steele 
or Copper, and it fhall conuertit into Siler, better 
thenthat of the Myne. This isthe greateft and laf 
workethatitcan effeét,i£ God will. : E 
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۲۳ 9 SAP XVI Uu 
The connerfion oftheforefaid Stone into red, | 


A Nd ifthou defirefttoconuertthis mafterieinto 
Golde,take of this medicine (which as I faide, 
thou haft brought to this honourable eflateand ex- 
cellencie)the waightofonedramme (and this after 
the manner ofthy former example) and put it ina 
veffell,and bury it in hor{-dung for fortie dayes,and 
it (hall bediffolued : thenthou fhalt give it water of 
thediffolued bodyto drink, firft as much as amoun- 
teth to halfe his waight, afterward vntill it bee con- 
gealed,thou (halt bury it in moft hot dung, as is a- 
bonefayd. Then thou fhalt orderly proceed in this 
Chapter of Gold , as thou haft done in the former 
Chapter of Siluer : and it fhall be Golde, and make 
Golde God willing. My Sonnekeepe this moft fe- 
cret Booke, and commit it nor vnto the handes 
-of ignorant men, beeing a fecret of the fecretes of 
God : For by this meanes'thou fhalt attaine thy 
defire. Amen. ii 


Here endeth tbe fecrets Alchimy written in Hebrevo 
.. byCalid,the fonne of larich. 


A E 


al 


54 uu n TT. Shr 
An excellent difcourfe of 
theadmirable force and efficacie of Art and 
Nature» written by the famous Frier Roper Bacon, 
Sometime fellow of Merton Colledee, and 
| afterwardof Brafen-nofe in 
AA umm Oxford. | —— yd 
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E] Ome there are that askc whether 
]۱۵ج‎ thefe twaine bee of greateft 
„force, and efficacie, Nature, or 
j| Art, whereto I make aunfwere, 
and fay, that although Nature be 
hi mightie and maruailous, yet Art 
2 — vfing Nature for an inftrúment, 
is. more powerfull then natural! vertue, as it isto 
bee feene in many thinges . «But whatfoeuer is 
done without the operation of Nature or Art,is ei- 
ther nohumane worke, or if it bee, it is fraudu- 
lently' and colourablie performed : for there are 
fome, that by:a nimble motionand fhewe ofmem- 
bers, or throughthediuerfitie of voyces, and nb- 
tillitie ofinftruments , or in the darke, and by con- 
fent doo propofe vnto mendiuerfe things , to bee 
wondred at; that haue indeedenotruthat all. The 
worldeis euerie where full of (ach fellowes.. For 
Iuglers cogge many things through the fwift- 
neffe of their hands:and others with varietie of voy-. 
ces, by certaine deuices chat they haueintheirbel- 
lies , throats or mouthes, will frame mens voyces,, 
farreof, orneare, asit pleafeth thé, as ifa man fpake 
at the fame inftant: yea they will counterfeite the 
foundes of bruit beafts. Burthe caufes hidden in 
the grafle,or buried inthe fides ofthe earth, proue: 
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icto bee done by a humane force,and not bya fpi- 
rit, as they would make men beleeue.  Inlike ma- 
ner, wherasthey affirm things without lifeto moue 
verie fwiftly inthetwilight of the euening ormor- 
ning;it isaltogither falfe, and vntrue. As for con- 
cent; it can faigneany thing that men 0611۲6, accor- 
ding as they.are difpofed vogither . In all 6 
neither Phyficall reafon , nor Art, nor naturall 
power hath anye place : and for this cavfe it is 
more abhominable, fith it contemneth the lawes 
of Phylofephie , and contrarie to all reafon و‎ in- 
uocateth wicked Spirites, thatby theyr helpethey 
may hauetheir defire. And herein are they de- 
ceyued, thar they thinke the Spirits to bee fubiect 
vnto them, and that they are compelled at mens 
pleafures, whichis impofsible: for humane force 
is farre inferiourto that of the Spirites . And a- 
gaine, they fowly erre, to dreamethatthe curfed 
fpirits.are called vppe, and figured , by.vertue of 
thofe natural! meanes which they vfe. Morecuer, 
they notorioufly offende when they goe about by 
inuocations ر‎ deprecations , and lacrifices to ap- 
peafethem’, and vferhem forthebenefite and com- 
moditieof man... For.this were without all com- 
parifonmoreeatie to bee attayned at the handes of 
God ;'orof good fpirites. But yet the malignaunt 
fpiritswill not yceld vnto vsin thofe things which 
are very hurtfull and daungerous, fare fo farre forth 
asit pleaferh God (whoruleth and gouerneth.man- 
kinde و‎ for the finnesof men to permit and Íuffer 
them. | Thefewayesand meanes therefore are be- 
fidesrhe rules and precepts of Wifedome (nay ra- 
ther they are contrarie vntothem) andthe Phylo- 
fophers did neuer makeaccount of them. 
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Now concerning Charmes,Charadters,and fuch 
like trumperies that are vied in thele dayes , 1 ad- 
indgerheinto bee all falle and doubifull. Forfome 
are withoutall (heweof realon, whereof the Phi- 
lofophers haue made mention in the woorkes of 
Nature and Art , toiheende they might conceale 
fecreis fromthe vnworthie, as. ¡fit were altogither 
vnknowne, that the Load-ftone could attra& Iron: 
and one defirous to woorke this feare before the 
people, fhoulde make Characters, and pronounce 
Charines , that by this meanes he might bring it to 
pafle, this worke of his (hould be erroneous and de- 
ceitfull. After this maner there are manythinges 
hidden iathe Philofophers bookes, whereina wife 
man mufi beware,that neglecting the Charmes and 
Characters, he onely attend and make tryall of the 
workeof Natureand Art. ‘And then he (hall per’ 
ceyue things liuing; and without life, to concurre 
and agree in Nature , for. the.conformitie and 
likeneffe of their Natures و‎ and not by vertue of 
the Charme or Character : whereas the fimple 
people fuppofe manie things to bee. wrought by 
Magicke, which are nothing elfe but the fecretes 
of Art and Nature. Yea, the Magitians themfelues 
doo vainelie repofe fuch confidence , in’ theyr 
Charmes and Charaéters, as though they fhould 
receyue power from them , thar in the: 8 
time they forfake the woorke of Arte and Na- 
ture.” And by this meanes both thefe kinde:o£ 
men are depryued of the benefite of VVifedome,. 
theyr owne follye fo conftrayning . Nener- 
theieffe , there are certaine deprecations ‘long 
fince, framed andinftituted by faithfull men, or ra- 
ther ordained by Godhimfe!fe,and his Angels, that 
may 


of Art and Nature, 57 
may retaine their priftine and ancient vertue, as itis 
yettobee feenein many Countreyes, wherethey 
make certain prayers over Ironred hot, & ouerthe 
water ofpriuer, & fuchlike,thereby to approve the 
innocent,and códemne the guilty :andthefechings 
are thought to be brought to pafleby the authority 
of theprelates. For eue the prieftsihemfeluesdo vie 
Exorciímes, as we may reade intheconfecration of 
bleffed water,and the old law ofthe water of purifi- 
cation, wherby adultery & breach of wedlock was 
fifted out.Andther are many other fuch like things; 
Buras for thofe things that are contained in the Ma- 
gicians books, we muft vtterly reiect them, though 
they bte not altogethér deuoyde:oftruth, becaufe 
they be fo ftuffed with fables, that the truth cannot 
beidifcerned from falfhoold.: Sothat we muft gine 
nocredit to fuch as fay; that Solormonand other lear- 
ned men made them ۶ for thefe bookes aré notte 
ceiued by the authoritie ofthe Church nor of wife 
men, but by Seducers, thattakethe bare letter and 
máke tiewe bookesthemfelues ; ¿and fill the world 
with their new intientions,as daily experience tea- 
chere And tothe ende men might bethemoré 
throwghlyalliired, they giueglorioustitlésto their 
workesiand foolifhly aferibethem to fuch and fach: 
Authors, asthough they {pake nóthing ofthem- 
felues : and write bale matters ina lofie files and 
with ficloke ofa text do hidetheir own forgeries.’ 
Butas forCharaQters, they are ciher words vnder 
the forme oF-fomé letters , containing in themthe 
matter ofa prayer , orelfethey are made forthe fer- 
uice and worfhip of certaine Stars at fpeciall'times, 
Of Characters, in the firft fence, weareto indgein 
the fame fort, ‘as we did of prayers : but as forthele 
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latter figures and CharaGters,itis well knownethat 
they haue no vertue norefficacieatall, vnle(fethey 
be framed intheir proper fealós. For which caufehe 
that maketh them as he findeth them, inthe books, 
obferuing only the figure wherein he followethhis 
fampler,is iudged by al wifementodoiuftnothing,. 
But contrariwife;he that workethaccording tothe 
alpeét of the heauens , in:due conftellations isa- 
ble net onely to difpofe of his Characters, bút é< 
uen ofall his works „as wellartificiall-as naturall,a- 
grecabletothe influence ofthe heauen, Neuerthe- 
lelle,£or.o muchasitis very difficultto perceinethe 
certainty of heauenly bodies, many areouertaken 
with grofle errors, & few there are that can truly & 
profitably order any thing. And hence it isthar che 
common Mathematicians iudging and working by. 
Magick Starres, and by workes,- asit wereiudge- 
ments atchoyfetimes ;; become, nothing famous, 
although they bee right cunning» and throughly 
acquainted with the Arte, and, are able tobring 
many things ito.paffe. But it.muft not bee fore 
gotten. that the,skilfull-Philition; and, apy other, 
of what: profeflion focuer may to, good. purpofe. 
vfe Charmes and, Characters , though they beé 
fained after the opinion of Constantines she Phi- 
fition : not as though: Charmes and. Characters 
coulde workeany thing , but that the Medicine’ 
might bee the more willingly: and readily recey-: 
ued, and that the mindeof the patient mightbee 
excited, become. more confident ,; and. bee ‘fil ; 
led with ¡oye : for. the Soule rhus afteóted, isa-; 
ble to renue many things in his ownebodie, in- 
fomuch that it may recouer his former health, | 
through the ioy and hope:it hathconceiued. ^ T£: 
us | therefore 


^ 
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therefore the Phyfition forthe magnifying of his 
worke, doo adminifter any fuch thing و‎ that his 
patient may not difpayre of his health, it is not 


to bee abhorred if wee will creditethe fayde Cen- 

flantinus .» For hee in his Epiftle of thofe things 

‚which may be hanged aboutthenecke , graunteth ۱ 

that Charmes and Characters may thus bec víed, 

and in this eaufe defendeth them : for the foule 

hath great power: ouer the body through his 

ftrong and forcible operations و‎ as لت‎ 4 

fayth inthis Bookes of the Soule, and inhiseighe 

booke of tiuing' Creatures, and in this poyntall 

wife men agree. : and for this caufe ficke folkes 

are fuffered:to fee playes; and pleafaunt thinges 

are brought vnto them : -yea, oftentimes follow 

ing theyr humour و‎ wee giue them many contra- 

ry thinges, becauíe the affection and appetite 

ofthe foule ouercommeth fickneffe. Nowe for- The guantitie 

fomuch as the truth muft in no wife bee empay- iscalledby the 

red, wee are diligently.to confider that euery A- Lesitians Daft 

gent (notonely fübftances, burlikewife Accidens ble gualia À 

of the rhird’kihde of Qualities workerh a vertue, An example 

and maketh an apparance in she outward nature aie is 

and thatthereare certain feníible vertues in things, fweetneffe in 

"Fhistherefore may workea vertüeand kinde out Pony, o eis 
s ^ 4 e ag nefleinyce : 

ofitfelfezandthe rather becaufe itis more excellent of pafsion 

then other corporal! things; burcheefely for the when we blufh 

worhinefle of the fonte.. Andmendo nctexercife ات‎ 

onlytlirough heat , buttheirf, piritsareftirred Vppe through feares 

withinthem,'asthey likewife.are in other living 

creatures, And wefecthar fomécrearures arechan- 

ged,and dochangefuch things asareobedient vnto | 

them:as forexample : T heBafili(ke 2 man if 

it doobut beholdehim, the wolfemakerh aman 

da im hoaríe 
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hoarfe, ifit (pie himfirft: andthe Ayena (as Salimin 
reporteth in his wonders ofthe worlde and other 
Authors), will not fuffera dog to barke within his 
Madow. Yea, Arijtotle layth inhisbooke of Vege- 
tables, thatrhe frutes ofthe female'Palme trees wax 
ripe bythe [mellofthe male Palmessand infomere- 
gions, Mares conceive with yong through the very 
fent of the herfes ر‎ as Solinsrecorderh: and many 
fuchthings happenthrough the kinds and vertues 
of creatures and plants,euen many ftrange & won- 
derfullthings, as 4vz/fotleaftirmeth in his booker of 
Secrets. Now if plants and lining creat res cannot 
attaide vnto the excellencie of mansnature , they 
(hall much leffebeableto wórkevernies & kinds, 
and fende foorth colours for the alrerations of bo- 
dieswithourthem : whereupon 4réfotle faith in 
his booke of Sleep & Watching;that i£amenftrous 
woman beholde her felfcinalooking glafle, (hee 
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trariwife, menofa good and healthie complexion, 
efpecially yong men, do comfort others, and make 
men ioyfull with their prefence, which commeth 
to paffe by reafon of their delicate Spirits » theyr 
holfom and pleafant vapours:theirkindly & natural 
heate: I fay itis by meanes of the fpiritsand — 
W hic 
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which proceede from them, as Galenteacheth vs i 
T'echin. And thefethings become hurtful,if thefoule 
be corrupted with many groflg fins, beeing coupled 
with 2 dilealed body of an euill complexion: and in 
like calcisit,¡ftherebeaferuentappetite, and vehe- 
mentdefireto hurt and mifchiefe.För then the na- 
ture of the complexion and foundnefle woorketh 
more forcibly by the cogitations of the foule, and 
longing defiresthat it hath. For which caufe the 
Leper that earneftly wifherh , andwith exceeding - 
carefulnefle intendethtoinfe&t fome bod y that ftan- 
deth before him,doth both more fpeedily and dan- 
geroufly infect him, then he could haue done if he 
had notbeforehandthought hereof, defired and 
porpofed it. For Nature (as _4#icen teacheth, in 
the forefayde places) obeyeth the thoughts , and 
vehement defires of the Soule: yea, there fhould 
- beeno operationat all in men, if the naturall ver- 
tue in the members did not fubiect it felfe to the - 
thoughts and defires ofthe foule. For (as ۶ 
teacheth’ in the thirde of the Atetaphyfickes;) the — 
firft moouer is a thought , and the next a defire 
conformable to the thought: And laft of all , the 
vertue ofthe Soule in the members, which yeel- 
deth obedience to the defire and thought , and 
that both in euill and good. VVhereupon when 
thefe thinges are to bee feene in a man, a good - 
complexion, health of bodie و‎ youth و‎ beautie; 
comly proportion of the members , and a Soule 
free from (inne, an earneftthought and vehement 
delire to fomeworke, then whatfoeuer may be ef- 
fected by thekinde and vertueof man, by thefpirits 
and naturall heate,it muft ofneceísitiebe more for- 


eiblyandthroughly wrought by thefe & fuch like 
| | I {pirits, 
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Spirites , Vapours, and influences , then if anie 
of thefe were wanting » efpecially if there bee an 
earneftdefire and forcible intention. So then many . 
ftraunge matters may bee brought to pafle by the 
woordes and workes of man , when all the fore- 
named cautes doo concurre and meere together‘: 
for wordes proceede from within by thethoughts 
ofthe Soule, and delire, commeth by the motion 
ofthe Spirites, heateand vocall arterıe- 6 
generation of thefe thinges hath open wayes, 
through which is a great paflage ot Spirits, heate, 
euaporation , vertue and kindes, which may bee 
made by the Soule and heart .* Byrealon where- 
of, there are alterations and chaunges made in 
thinges fpirituall (other things beeing anfwerable) 
by words according to thatnaturall power which 
isdue vnto them. For wee fee that by reafon of 
thefeand fuchlike arteries, gafpings and yawnings, 
. and many refolutions of the Spirites, and of heate 
arife from the heart in theinwarde partes: which 
fometimes hurt ys, whenthey proceede froma cra- 
-zie body, that is,of an euill complexion, and againe 
they greatly profite and comfort vs, when they 
come froma pureand found bodie ofa good com- 
plexion, Inlike forttherefore,there may be fome na- 
turall operations in the generation and pronuncia- 
tion of woordes, withan intent and delire of wor- 
king : fothatnot without good caufe we víeto fay, 
that a linely voyceis of great efficacie, not becaufe 
it hath thar vertue,whichthe Magitiansdreameof: 
or that it is able ro make and alter as others thinke, 
b ırbecaufe it is as nature hath ordained.. We muft 
therefore be verie circumipeét inthefethings : for — 
a man may cafily tread awry, and many errein both 
partes. 
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partes. Somedeniethat thereis any operation : but 
others exceedeand flie vnto Magicke. And hence 
it is,that there are fo many bookes in the worlde of 
charmes,and characters, praiers,coniurations, facri- 
fices,and fuch like, that are meere Magicke : as the 
booke of the offices of Spirits the book ofthe death 
of the Soule, thebooke of Art notorie, and infinite 
moreofthefame kinde, that containenot inthem 
the power of Art or Nature, but are wholy Ruffed 
with the idledeuifes ofvainemagirians. Yet it muft 
be remembred , that many bookes are aícribed to 
Magitians, whichintruth are not fuch, but con- 
taineinthem the excellencie of wifdome. Now a- 
mongftthefe, which are fu(pected , and which nor, 
euerye mans particular experience fhal! inftruct 
him. Forifinany of them wee can meete with a 
worke of Nature or Art, let vs make choyfe of that: 
if not, let vs leaue it as fufpicious, and ill befee- 
ming awife man. Itisthe partof a Magitian fo 
to handle thinges needleífe and fuperfluous : for 
(as 7/aak iudgeth inhisbooke of Fevers) the realo- 
nabíe Soule is-not hindered in her operations, vn- 
lefle it bedetaynedbyignoraunce. And ما‎ 
fayeth in his booke of Secretes, that in fuch mat- 
ter afounde and healthy perfon may doo any thing 
that isexpedient formen, though nor without the 
influence of diuine vertue: & inthe third ofthe Me- 
teors,hefairh, that chereis no vertue, burit cometh 
from God: and about thelatter end of his Ethicks,he 
affirmeth, that there is no vermesnetther Moral,nor 
Naturall, endued with aceleftiall vertue, with- 
ouradiuine and celeftiall influence. Sothat when 
we (pezke ofthe powerof particular agents, we do 
notexcludetheregiment of the viniueríal ic 
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firft caufe. Forcuery firfl caufe hah agreater influ- 
enceinthething cauted,thenthe fecctid caule, as it 
appeareth by the firft propofition of caufes, 

Now will | begintorecount vato you ftrange 
things و‎ performed by Arteand Nature, and after _ 
wards I will thew you thecaufes and manners of 
things, wherein fballbee nothing Magicall. fo that 
you (hall confefle all Magicke powerto beinferior 
to thefe, and vnworthieto be compared with them, 
And firftof all by the figuration of Art it (elfe: There 
may bee made inftruments of Navigation with- 
out men to rowe in them : as huge Shippes to 
brookethe Sea,onely with one manto fteerethem, 
which (hal faile farre more fwiftly then ifthey were 
fullof men. AndChariots that fall mooue with 
an vnfpeakeable force, without any living crea- 
ture to firrerhem : fuch as the crooked Chari- 
ots are fuppofed to haue beene , wherein in olde 
timethey víed to fight,yeainftrumentsto fliewith- 
all, fothar one fitting in themiddle of the Inftru- 
ment, and turning about an Engine, by which the 
winges being artificially compofed may beate the 
-ayreafterthe maner of a flying bird. Befides, there: 

may bee made a fmall Inftrument in quantitie و‎ to 
lift vppe و‎ and let downe things of great waighr, 
then which thereis nothing morecommodious to 
weigh with. For by an Inftrumentof three fin- 
gers high, and three fingers broad and leffe quan- 
titie, may a manridde himfelfe, and his compani- 
ons from all daunger of imprifonment , and lift. 
them vp, and letthemdowne. Yea fuch an Inftru-. 
ment may eafily be made; whereby a man may vio- 
lentl y draw vnto himathoufand men,willthey;nill: 
Ahiey,andany otherthing.. 
Fi ۱ ۱ Moré-- 
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Moreouer inftruments may be made wherewith 
men may walkein the bottome of the Seaor Ri- 
vers without bodily danger,which Alexander the 
great vied, totheende he might beholdethe fecrets 
ofthe feas , as the Ethick Philofopher reporteth: 
andıhefe haue bin made not onely in times paft,but 
euenin our dayes. Anditiscertainethar there isan 
inftrumentto flie with, which Ineuer fawe, nor 
know any ma that hath feene it,but I full wel know 
by name the learned manthat inuented the fame.In 
aworde, a man may make an infinite fort of fuch 
things: as bridgesouer Rivers without poftes or 
oi , and inftrumentsand engins neuer heard of 
efore. 
But phyficall figurations are far moreftrange: for in 
fuch maner may we frame perfpects and looking- 
glaffes, $ onething (hall appearetobe many, as one 
man (hall leeme a wholearmie, and diuers Sunnes 
and Moones, yea, as many as weepleafe, fhall ap- 
peareat onetime: forinfuch wife fometimes arethe 
vapours figured, thattwo orthree Sunnes,andtwo 
Moonesappeare together in the ayre,as Plymie wit- 
ne(feth inthe fecond booke of his naturall Hiftory.. 
For by thefame reafonthat one thing may feemeto 
bemany things, itmaylikewifefeeme to be infinite 
things a Je when onceit hath exceeded his 
vertue, there is no fettenumberto beafligned: for 
thus 4riffotle reafoneth in the Chapter Devacuo.So 
that by this meanes a man may ftrike infinite terrors 
into any citie or army,infomuch that eitherthrough 
the manifolde apparitionsof ftars,or of men gathe- 
redtogether againftthem, they fhould virerly pe- 
sith , but in efpeciall,ifthere follow fuch anirftru- 
ment wherwith atthe firftehey may be had. Forfo 
I 3 . may 
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may the perfpects beframed, thatthings moft farre 
off may feeme moft nigh vnto vs, and cleane 
contrarie. Sothat we may reade verie {mall letters, 

an incrediblediftance from vs, and beholdethings 
` how littlefoeuerthey bee, and make ftarresto ap- 

feare wherefoeuer wee will. And it is thought 

that Injror Cefar did from the Sea coaftes in France 

marke and obferue the difpo(irion and firuation 

ofthe Caftlesand Citties ofthe lefler Prytannieby 

the helpe of great giafles. Bodyes alfo may fo bee 

framed, thatthe greateft things [hall appeare tobe 

theleaft, the higheft to bee the loweft, the moft 

fecret to bee the moft manifeft, and in like forrthe 

contrarie, T husdid Socrates perceiue thatthe Dra- 

gon(which deftroied the Citieand countrey adioy- 

ning with his noyfome breath و‎ and contagicusin- 

fluence)did lurke in the dens betweene the moun- , 
tains. And thus may all things that are done In cities 

orarmiesbediícoueredby $ enemies. Again,in fuch 

wile may bodiesbe framed, that venimous and in- 

fectious influences may be brought whither a man 

will. And thus it isreported,thar _4rifforleinftruc- 

ted Alexander: through which inftruCtion, the poy- 
fon ofa Baliliske beeing lift vp vponthe wall of aci- 

tie againft an armie, broughtitintotheCirie. And 

befidesall chefe,we may fo frame perfpects, thata- 
ny man Entring intoahoufe, hee 6 
fee golde, and filuer, and precious ftones, and 
what elfe he will, but when he maketh hafterothe 
place, hee hall findeiuft nothing. But it appertai- 
neth to higher powers of figurations, thatbeames 
Should beebrought and affembled by diuers flexi- 
ons and reflexions in any diftance that weewill, 


to burne whatfoeuer is oppofite vnto it, as it is 
- witnefled 


; of Art and Nature, Alla; 
witneffed by thofe perfpects that burne before 
and behinde, according as certaine authours teach 
in theirbookes treating of thefe matters. Butthe 
greateft and cheefeft ofall figurations and things fi- 
gured, istodefcribe rhe heauenly bodies according 
to their length and breadth ina corporal! figure, 
wherinthey may corporally moue with a daily mo- 
tion. Thele things are worth akingdometoa wife 
and difcreet man. Let thefe things fuffice for exam- 
ples of figurations,though many other wonderfull 
‚things might be produced. Now hereunto there are - 
certaine other, to be annexed without figurations. 
Inanydiftancethat wee will , wee may artificially 
make a burning fire of Salt Peeter and other things, 
asalfo ofoyle, red Petrolium, and fuch like: and 
moreouer of Amber, of Naptha, white Petroli- 
um, and the like : according to that which Pliny 
reporteth in hisfecond booke,namely that ina cer- 
taine Citie hee defended himfelfe againft the Ro- 
mane armie: for hee burnt an armed fouldior with 
diuersthings which he caftat him. The Greeke fire 
isnot much vnlike thefe, and many other burning 
things. 

Belides,there may be made perpetuall lights,and 
bathesburning withoutend , for we haueknowne 
many that are not burned, but purified. But ouer 
and belides thele, there are otherthings of Nature 
thar will amaze and aftonifh vs to heare ofthem: 
fornoyfes may bee made inthe aire likethunders, 
yea with greater horror then thofe that come by 
Nature ۰ foralittle matter fitted to the quantitie of a 
thumbe, maketh a horrible noyfe, and wonderfull 
lightning. And this isdoneafter furdry falbions, — 
whereby any citie and armie may be deftroyed;: i 

the 


68 _ Theadmirable Force 4 
the maaner of skilfull Gedeon, who hauingonely — 
threehundreth men, difcomfired the hoftsofthe 
Madianites,with broken pitchers,and lamps, & fire 
iffuing out with an vnfpeakeablenoyfe. 1 6 
maruailousthings, if menknewe how to víe them 

effe&tuall y iaduequantitie and matter. 
Burnowelwill propofe many ftrange things of 
anotherkind , which althoughthey haue nogreat 
profite, yet arethey a moftapparant demonftration 
of wifedome,and may be víed fortheprouingofa- | 
ny fecetthings و‎ whichtherude multitude gainfay, 
being like totheattractionof Iron by the Adamant, 
for who would beleeuefuch anattraction, vnleffe 
he behelde it? and there be many wonders of nature 
inthisdrawing ofthe Iron, that are vnknowneto 
thecommon people , as experience teacheth the 
ftadious. But thefe things are greater and morein 
number: forthere isthelikeattraction ofall met- 
tals by theStone of goldeand filuer: and the Stone 
runneth to V ineger .Y ea plants, and the parts ofli- 
uing creaturs beeing locally diuidedthe one from 
the other,will notwithftanding by a naturall moti- 
on concurreand come together again. Now when 
I had beheldthefeand fuch like things , and confi- 
dered them well, I thought nothing incredible, 
neyther in diuinenor humane things. Yetthere 
are greater behinde then thefe. For the whole 
power ofthe Mathematickes (according to the 
practife of Ptolomy,in the.8.2e 4lmaze/to)lerrerh but 
aninftrument vppoa the fuperficies, wherein all 
things that are inthe heauen fhall be truely defcri- 
bed with theyr lengths and breadths: but that they 
fhould naturally mooue with a daily motion, is 
notin the Mathematicians power. Yet doth the 
faithfull 
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faichfulland induftrious pra&ifioner,earneflly de- 
fireto make it offuch a matter and after fuch a man- 
ner. That the heavens (houldbenaturally moued 
with a daily motion, feemeth impoflible vnto 
him, becaufe many things are carryed with the 
motion ofthe heauenly bodyes,as Comets,and the 
fea when it floweth , and other things: eyıher 
wholy or in parte : for then fhould all inftruments 
of Aftrology be in vaine, as wellthofe which baue 
beene inuented bythelearned, as thofe that haue 
beene deuiled by the common fort, neyther 
fhoulde a Kings treafure bee {kant comparable. 
Moreouer, there may yet greater things bee per- 
formed , though not in refpect of their fraunge- 
nelle, yet if wee regardea publike or priuatecom- 
moditie, namely,to gette as great plentieofgolde 
and filuer as We lift, not by a poflibilitieof Nature, 
but by the perfection of Art, forafmuch as there 
are feuenteene manners of golde,whereofeight in 
number haue a commixtion of Argent: uiue with 
gold . Now the firft kinde ofgolde is made of cer- 
taine parts ofgolde, and fome partes of filuer, vn- 
till wee reach vntothe twoand twentieth degree 
of Gold, 211721 65 augmenting onedegreeof gold 
with one of filuer : and there are as many more 
of the admixtion of Brafle with Golde. So that 
the laft manner confifteth of foure and twentiede- 
grees of pure golde, withoutthe admixtion ofa- 
ny other mettall < and nature cannot procecde a- 
ny further, asexperience teacheth. But Art may 
augment gold very much ‘athe parts ofpurity,and 
likewife accomplifh ir without fraude or couine. 
But this is a greater matter then the former, that 
although the reafonablefoule cannot bee conftrai- 

ok ned, 
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ned,yermay (he be 
prouoked, freelyt 
anddefires, acc 
and this may bee: ; 
fon alone,but in the w 
¿ple ofa Kingdome. And 
chethin his booke of Secrets, 3 
ofan army or priuate perlon. Ti 
moftas much as nature or Art area 
But yet the laft decree , whereinthe perfection of 
Art can doo oughts with all the power of nate 
isthe prolonging of life for a great (pace, and 
poffibilitie hereof is approued by many exj 


For Plynie reporteth, that there was a Souldiourlu- 
ftieand ftrong both in body & n vindsthat continued. 
healthy beyond theaccuftomedageof man, who 
when Ocfauianus A ugufus asked him what hedid 
that made him liue folong, made aunfwere ina 
riddle,that he vied oyle outwardly,and fweet wine 
inwardly, But afterwards there fell ourmany fuch: 
things: for ona time, asa bes was plow- 
ing, he chanced to findea golden veffell witha pre- 
cious licour, which hefurmiling to be the dew of 
heauen,wafht his facewithit, anddrankethereof; 
and was incontinently renew ed in Spirite, in body, 
and in quickneffe of witte : for which caule, ofa: 
plow-man hee was made porcer tothe King of Siti 
ly +X this hapned inthe time of king OF#s.Befides 
it isconfirmed by theteftimony ofthe Popes fetrers,, 
that 4/mánichas beeing Captaine among the Sara- 
censtook a medicine,by the benifit wherof,hepro- 
longed his life fue hundred yeares. Forthe king’ 
to whom hee was prifoner,. received Ambafladors 
from king Magus withthis medicine,but forafmuch:. 
as 
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115 Captiue . Tn like man- 
: of Tormery in great Britany, fee- 
hite Hart, lighted vppon an Oynt- 
ith the Keeper of the forreft had 
hole bodie, the foles of his feete 
d : he liuedthree hundreth yeares 
uption, faue that hee was troubled 
۱ the goute in hisfeete. And weehaue obfer- 
ued many Countrey-men in our dayes, who, 
vithout P». counfell and aduife of Phifi itions, 


here abouts. And thefe Más are approcued 
by the enr es beafts,as namely inthe Hart; 
a hc Seinen, and many other, that bythe 
vertue of hearbes and ftonesrenewe theyr youth. 

For which caufe wife men haue 200166060 trhem- 

felues to in (chi alecrte, prouoked there- 

unto by the example of brute Beaftes و‎ deeming 

it to bee poflible for man to obtaine that which 

is not denied to vnreafonable creatures. And 

hence is it , that Artephins in his Booke, intituled 

the Wiledome of Secretes, diligently obferuing 

the force and.power ofliuing creatures and ftones, 
and fuch like things,tothe endthathe: might beac- 

quainted with Natures Secrets, but efpecially 

to atraine the knowledge howe to lengthen the 

life, boafteth of himlelferhat he lived athoufande 

and fiueandtwentieycares. 

And thepoflibilitie of the prolongation of life,is 
hereby confirmed, becaufethefoule is naturally im- 
mortall,and ablenot to die :for euen after it had bin 
polluted with finne, it wasable to linezboutathou-- 
lande yeares, and afterwardes by little and little 
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the length of life was abbre ulated and waxed fhor- 
ter. Now this abbreueation muft ne وشو‎ 
dentall, & therefore it may either in TH 


tion, w 
that it proceedeth not fromthe heanen, 
thing elfe, but for lacke ofa due regiment of healt 
Forin this age of ours, the fathers are corrupte 
and therefore begette Sonnes of a corrupt com 


plexion and compofition, and theyr Sonnes ‘for 
the fame caufe doo corrupt themfelues, and this 
corruption defcendeth from the fathers into the 
Sons,fo long ,rillat the laft, che Mortnes oftifedoth 
continually preuaile,as it appeareththis day. Ne- 
uerthelefle, it cannot hence beneceffarily inferred; 
thar life fhall alwayes bee fhortned, becaufethere 
is a time appoynted fer humane things, andfot - 
the moft, what men liue feuentie yeares, and _ 
thereft oftheyr dayes are altogether labour and 
forrow. But there may aremedie bee founde out 
forthe particular corruption of euery man, that 
istofay و‎ if enerie one for his parte from his 
youth vpwarde ‚will exercife a perfect gouern- 
ment of health, which confifteth in meate and 
drinke, in fleepe and watchfulneffe, in motion and 
reft, in euacuation and conftriétion , in the ayre 
and inthe difpofition of the minde : forifanie 
man would obferuethis manner of government 
from hisnatinitie, he thouldfitieas long as his na: 
ture(which hereceiued of his parents) would per- 
mit him, and be broughtrothe fartheft end of that 
naturefalne from original! iuftice : But this he can 
no way paffe : for this regiment affoordethno re- 
medieagainft che auncient corruptionof > 
۱ et 


that aman fhould with fuch mo- 
fe in all thefe thinges, asthe 
quireth : and cherefore it is of ne- 
e abbreuiatión and fhortning of our 
fpring fromthis headalfo, and not 
one! the corruption of our parents. But the 
Acience of Phyficke doth fufficiently prefcribe and 
determine this maner of regiment : theugh nei- 
therrich nor poore, learned nor vnlearned , no not 
euen the Phyfitions themfelues ( howe abfolute 
foeuertheybee)are able indifferently to obferue 
thefethings inthemfelues, nor in other men . Not- 
witliftanding و‎ Nature faylerh not in things necef- 
farie,nor Art beeing perfect and compact , yeara- . 
therit isableto breake out againft accidental! pafsi- 
ons , and either wholy or in part toabolifh them. 
And inthebeginning whentheage ofmen firft be- 
ganto decline, aremedie might eafily haue beene 
found out:but after ی‎ yeeresand more, 
itisa difficult matter to prefcribe a remedie. Neuer- 
theleffe, wifemen mooued with the forefaid coh- 
fiderations , haueendeuouredto finde out wayes, 
hot onelye agaynft the defe& of euery particular 
imansregiment, butalfo agaynft the corruption of 
Parents : not that men fhould be abletoreach into 
the lifeof Adam, or Artepbius, by reafon of the cor- 
fuption which daily encreafeth, but that they might 
prolong their lives for a hundred yeares or fome- 
What more,beyondethe common age of men now 
living, fo that the difeafes viuallyaccompanying | 
olde age, might bee kept backe for atime , and 
though not vtterly prohibited and taken quite a- 
way, yetthey might be mitigated and diminifhed,, 
that the life might be profitably prolonged رف‎ 
۱ K 5 the 
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theexpedctation of men, but 4 
moft boundsand limits. F 
Nature appoynted to the 
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the former: I am of opinion that 
inthis age attaine thereto, the pofsibili t 

nefe of humanenature,beeingthefamenowe that 
it was in the firft men : and no maruaile, feeing 
that this aptnefle extendeth it felfe to immorta- 
litie, as it was before finne, and fhallbeeafter the 
reíurrection, Butif you fay,tharneither 4r257eife, 
Plato, Hippocrates nor Galen, attained hereto. Laun- 
fwere , that they were ignoraunt euen of manye 
meane verrues, whichafterwarde were familiar to 
thofethat were ftudious. T hefetherefore might ea- 
fily bee hidden fromthem,though they labouredto 
finde them out: but they bufied themfelues too 
much in other matters , and waxed oldeinatrice, 
{pending theirlife in bafe and vulgar things „and 
yet they were acquainted with many fecrets.For we 
knowethat 4riftotle fayth inthe Predicaments, that 
the quadrature of a Circle may bee knowne , al- 
thoughitbeenot yerknowne. Whereby hee con- 
fellerh,that both himfelfe, and all men ill his time 
wereignorantof it. But now a dayes wee fee thar 
thetruth isknowne,fothat Aristotle might wellbe 
ignoraunt ofthe greareft of Natures Secrets. And 
againe, wife men are at this prefent ignorant of ma- 
ny things, whichrhecommon fort of Students fhall 
knowe hereafter.Sothen this obiection is altoge- 
ther vaineand foolifh. 


Thus 


ite ek ید‎ it is i 
efle for vsto gape after Magicke,when as Na- 

irt atefafficient. ‘Nowe I mindeto profe- 
oneof the forefayd things in order, and 
۱ Ir Cau les, and the wayes howetoworke 
them particularly. And firft ofall; T confider that the 
۱ ture conta med in the skins of Goates 
(heep;are not [poken of, leaft euery man fhould 
lerftand them: As Socrates and Ariftotle willeth - 
fime inhis booke ba y that باه‎ as is 
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many euils beride him that reucaleth fecretes. 

1 in the booke intituled Noes Attice , in the 
oi of wife mentogither,itis reputed a great 
folly togiüesn Affe Lenice , when Thiftles will 
ferue his turne : and it is written in the booke of 
Stones, that heeimpayreththe Maieftie of things, 
thatdiuulgeth myfteries. And they arenolongerto 
bee tearmed Secrets, whenthe whole multitude is 
acquainted with them, if wee regardthe probable 
dinifion of multitude, which euermore gainfay the 
learned. Forthat which feemeth vnto all, is true, as 
alfo that which is fo iudged of bythe wife, and men 
ofbeftaccount. Wherefore that which feemeth to 
many, thatisto thecommon people, fo farre forth 
asit feemerh luch, muft of neceísitie bee falfe, T 
fpeake of the Common fort, in that Sence, as it 
is heere diftinguifhed agaynft the learned. For 
in the common conceytes of the minde , they 
agree 


* 


AO - The. 
‚agree withe learned, f 
and conclufions of Arts a ic 

toylingrhemlelues about meere appearances 
' fophiftications, ang quirks,and qu ddit 1 
like tra(h, whereof wife men make no a 
things proper therefore, and infecretes 
mon peopledo erre,and inthis e ectch 
pofiteto the, learned , but incommon dedi | 
arecomprehended vnder ۱۳ بو‎ — 
inconfent with the learned. Andas forthefe cor 

mynthings ,they are of {mall value, n 
beefought afterforthemfelues , but if 
things particular and proper. Now t thec 
concealement among all wife men, is,th | 

and neglect of chefecretes of wifedome میج‎ 7 
` garfort, that knoweth not-how to vfe thofe things 
whichare moft excellent. And if they doconceiue 
any worthything, it is altogither by chance and for- 
tune, & they doexceedingly abufe that their know- 
ledge,to the great damage and hurtof manymen, 
yea,enen of whole (ocieties:fothathe is worfethen 
mad that publifheth any fecret, vnleffe he conceale 
it fromthe multitude , and in fuch wife deliverir, 
that euen tlie ftudious and learned (hall har dly vn- 
derftand it, This hath beene the courfe which wife 
men haue obferued from the beginning, who by 
many meanes haue hidden the fecrets of wifedome. 
from thecommon people.For fome haue vied Cha- 
racters and veríes,and diuerfe others riddles and fi- 
guratiue fpeeches,as Arsffotlewitneflech in his book 

of Secrets, whete heethus fpeaketh. O Alexander I 
will fhew'theethe greateftfecrer inthe world, God 
grant thou maicft keepe it cfofe , and bring topaffe 
ie intention of the Art of that ftone which isno 

o | . ftone, 
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"ftone,and is ineueryman,& in euery place, and at all 
feafons,and iscalledthe end of all Philofophers. And 
an infinite number of thinges are founde in many 
bookesand fciences obfcured with fuch darkefpec- 
ches, fo that no man can vnderftand them without a 
teacher. Thirdly, fome haue hidden their fecretes by ` 
theirmaners of writing,as namely by confonants on- 
ly:fothat no man canreadethem,without he kfowe. 
the fignification of the words:and this.is vfual among 
the lewes,Chaldeans,Syrians,and Arabiars,yea,and - 
the Grecianstoo : and thereforethere isa great corn- 

'cealing with them, but efpecially with the lewes : for 
Artflotle fayth inthe aboue named booke‘, that Ged 
gauethem all maner of wifedome, beforethere were 
any Philofophers,and all nations borrowed the prin- 

- ciples of Philolophy ofthem. Andthus much we are 
plainly taught by Albumafar in his booke named the 
larger IntroduCtory,and other Philofophers, and by” 
Jofephus in his eight booke of Antiquities. Fourthly, 
things are obícured bythe admixtion of letters of di- — 

—uerfe kinds, & thus hath Ethicusthe Aftronomer có- . 
cealed his wifdome, writing the fame with Hebrew, 
Greeke & Latin letters,allinarow. Fiftly, they hide 
their fecrets, writing them in otherletters then are v- 
fed intheir owneceunrty,towit, when they takelet- - 
tersthat are in vfeinforreine nations,andfeignethem ` 
according totheir own pleafures. This is a very great 
impediment, vfed by Artephius in bis booke of the Se- 
crets of Nature. Sixtly they make certain formes,not 

. ofletters,butfuch as are vfed by diuiners and enchan- 
ters, which according to the diuerfitie of pricke and 
notes , hauethe power ofletters: and thefe likewife 
kath Artephizs víe din his fcience. | | 

Seuenthly , thereis yet a more cunning fleight of 
L occul- 
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occultation behind bytheheipe of Art notory :anart 
wherby a man may wrireor nore any thing, as briefly 
as he will; & asfwifrly as he cán delire. And in this fort 
hauethe Latineauthours hidden many fecretes. 1 
deemed it neceffaryto touch thefetricks of obícurity, 
. becaufe happily my {elf may be conftrained through 
the grearnelle of thefecrets, which I (hal handie;to vfe 
(ome ofthem,that foattheleaft I might helpetheeto 
my power. I giuethee therefore to vndeiftand, that 
my purpofe isorderly to proceed intheexpofition of 
thofethiggs, whereof 1 mention before : as to 
diflolue the Philofophersegge, and fcargh out the 
partes of a philofophicall man. And this (hall ferue 
forabeginningtothereft. Take falt,and rub it dili- 
gently in water, and purifie itin other waters, after 
by diuerfe contritions, rub it with Salts, and burneit - 
with fundry affations و‎ that it may bee madea pure 
earth , feparated fromthe other Elements , which I 
efteeme worthy of thee for theftature of my length. 
Vnderftand me if thou art able : for it fhall vndoub- 
.tedly bee compofed of the Elements, and therefore 
it Shall be a part of the ftone, which is no ftone, and is 
in euery man, whichthou fhaltfinde at alltymes of 
the yearein his owne place . This donethou (halt 
take oyleafter the maner of a fearecloath , and of vif- 
cous cheefe,not abletobe cutarthe firft, wherevnto 
allthefierie vertue muft beediuided , andfeparared 
by diffolution (now it muf bee diffolued in a fharpe 
water of an indifferent fharpenefle, with a light fire). 
and decoéted vntilI his faineffe befeuered , as the far. 
inflefh, bydifillstion, that no part ofthe oylineffe - 
and blacke vertue, wherein the vrine isdiftilled, may 
get out. Afterwardletitbee decoctedin Vineger,. 
till it be dryedinto.a coale(which isthe caule of ad- 
| ai duftion) 


_ ww. 

| Vof Art and Nature, 79 
duftion) and that his blacke vertuedo appeare.But if 
it be not cured therof, let it be done againe:be watch- 
full and attentiue,for my fpeech is difficult. The oyle 
will diffolue, both in fharpe waters,and in common 
-oyle, that worketh more apparauntly, or in a tart 
oyle of Almondes ouer the fire, fo that the 'oyle 
may bee fundred , and the hidden fpirite remaine, 
bothinthe partes ofliuing creatures,and in Sulphur, 
and Arfenicke. Forthe Stones (wherein there is an _ 
Oyle of a fuperfluous humiditie) haue certaine 
boundes of their humours : partly becaufe there is 
no ftrong vnion, fithens one may be dillolued from 
the other , by reafon of the nature of the water, 
which is put to liquefaCtionin the Spirite, which 
isthe meane betweenc his parts andtheoyle. Diffo- 
lution therefore beeing finifhed, there will remaine 
a certaine pure humiditicin the fpirit,whichthough 
it bee throughly mixt withthe dry parts, which are 
mooued to and fro in it , yet is the fire able to re- 
folueit , beeing called by the Philofopher a mel-- 
ting Sulpur, and fometime Oyle, fometimean ayrie 
humour, fomerime aconiun&iue fubftaunce,which 
the firedaoth not feparate,lometime Campbora,and 
wath it. Thisisthe Philofophers Egge, or rather 
the endeand accomplifhment of theEgge . And 
let fo much of the Oylesascommeth to our hands 
bee reckoned among Seeny feede , which muft 
bee feparated from the water, or Oyle whereinit is 

purged. | á | ۱ 
Moreoner,the oyle is putrified as thou knoweft,by 
braying it with drying things, as with falt and vitriall, 
end by burning it, (though pafsion arife from thecon- 
traric) and afterward it muft bee fublimed, vntill his 
oylineffe be quite taken away, anc that the water bee 

Lai i like 
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like Sulphur or Arlenicke inthe minerals : for it may 
be prepared inthe fame manerthat they are. Neuer- 
thelelle, it were better to decoct it in waters ofatem- 
, perate fharpenelle , vntill it bee purged or made 
white. And yetthereis another profitableconcoc- 
tionin.adry or moyft fire, where diltillation muft bee 
renued (if you would hane your worke come wel to 
paffe) and the matrerreCtified : of which rectification 
thelalt (ignesaretobee white,and cleareas Chriftall. 
And wheres. other things grow black inthe fire, this 
waxethwhite, ispurified, and even fhineth againe 
through thenotablec'earnes & brightnes thatis in it. 
Ofthis water and earth is Argent-uiue engendred,be- 
ing not vnlikethe Argent-uiue that is inthe Mynes.. 
Now when rhe matter is waxed hot afterthis maner, 
itiscögealed: butthe ayrie fone(whichisno ftone) 
muft be putinto 2 Pyramis 10 2 warme place,or(if you 
think goodyintothe belly ofa horfe, or oxe, and fo be 
changed into a fharpe feuer.And whenit hath pafled 
۲۵ thisitno 10. and fromthat into 21. fothatthe lees 
of the oiles are diflolued intheir water, before it be fe- 
parated they dofo often reiterate diflolution & diftil- 
letion,til at length it beredtified. And here endeththis. 
intention, But thou muftreméber that whérkou haft 
made anend,thou ۵۶۲ ۲۲۱6۵ to begin anew againe. 
Now will [hide an other fecretfromthee. Prepare 
Argent-uine by mortifying it, with the vapour of 
Steele for Margarites, and withthe vapour of Lead: 
forthe ftone Iber : and rubbe it with drying things, 
and atraments و‎ and fuch like ( as before ) and: 
boyleit: this done, letitbe fublymed: iffor vnion, 
lo, if for rednefle,21. vntillthe moyflure bee confu- 
med init . Neither is it pofsible that the humi- 
ditie fhoulde bee feparated for the vapour (as the. 
| mn. | ^. forelaid. 
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forefayde oyle) becaufe it is very ftrongly commixt 
with hisdrie partes, neither doth itfetany bound,as 
wehauealreàdytaught inthe forefaid mertals. Inthis 
chapterthou maift ealily beedeceiued, exceptthou 
pertectly vnderftand the fignification of the words. 

Now itis high time obfcurelyto intr€at ofthe third 
chapter, tothe endthou maift behold the very key of 
the worke chou lookeft for. The calcined bodieis ` 
fometime putto (which is done to this end, thatthe 
moyfture init might be confumed by falt, and Sal Ar- 

“‘meniack and Vineger)and againe fometime itis nou- 
rifhed with Argent-niue,and fublimed by them, 16 
remaineas pouder. Thefe then are thekeyes of the 
` Art, Congelation, Refolution, Induration, Proiedti- 
on,and thisis both the end and the beginning : but as - 
for purification, diftillation, feparation,fublimation,. 
calcination,and inquifition, they are fellow-workers 
with the former و‎ and now thou maift fit downe and 
takethineeafe, , | وا‎ 
- Sixe hundredandtwo yeares ofthe Arabians being, 
accomplifhed, thou didft aske mé of certaine (ecrets. 
Take therforetheftoneand congeale it witha gentle 
boyling, and ftrong contrition, but without fharpe 
things. Andin p end mixeira little with fweete water: 
and make alaxatine medicine of feuenthings, ifthou 
think good, or of fixe,or of fiue: or ofas many asthou 
wilt,but my mind isconrent withtwo: whereof the 
better (halt be in fixe,rather then any other preporti- 
on,or there abouts,as experience may teach you. Ne- 
uert helefie refoluethe gold by the fire , & reftraine it 
betrer.Ertifyou wilbelecue me, you oughtto take 
but onething. This isafecret of Naturesfecrets, able 
to worke wonders. It beingtherfore mixed ۵ 
things or more in number, or withthe Phoenix 
Lg (which: _ 
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(which isa worthie creature at the fire, & incorpora- 
ted by aftrong motion, and that hereunto you putte 
warmeliquor,foureor finerimes you fhall be maifter 
of your hearts defire. Butafterward theceleftiall na- 
ture is weakened, and waxeth feeble, ifthou poure 
warme watepinto it three or fouretimes. Thou muft 
therefore diuidethe weake from the ftrong in diuers 
ve(felles if thou dare credite mee, and draw outthat 
whichis good. Beüdesthou fhalttakethe powder, 
and throughly, preffe out the water that remained: 
for certainelyit will makethe partesofthe powder 
fpirituall: for which caufe thou fhalt fauethis wa- 
ter by it felfe, becaufe the powder dryed vppe herce- 
with, haththe force of a medicine in alaxatiue body, 
Worke therefore as thou didft before, vntiil thou 
haft remooued the weake fromtheftrong, and put 
the powderthereto three, foure, or fiuctimes, or 
oftner, alwayes working after one and the felfe fame 
manner. And if thou canft not worke with warme 
water, thou fhalt offer violence. Burt if it bee broken 
byreafonofthetartneffe and rendernefle ofthe medi- 
cine, together with powder thou muft verte wari- 
ly put more Goldto , and mollifieit : but ifthe plen- 
tie ofthe powder caufe it to breake, thou fhalt giue 
it more of the medicine, and if it bee long of the 
ftrength of the water : water it with a Peftill, and 
gather together the matter fo well as thou canit, 
and feparate the water by little andlittle و‎ and it 
will returne to his former ftare. This water thou 
fhalt drievp, for ithath both the powder and water 
ofthe medicine, whicharetobe incorporateas det, 
Be not afleepe nowe, for I hauetoldethee a great 
and profitable fecret. And ifthoucouldefttell how 


to placeand fette in orderthe partes ofa burnt fhrub, 
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or of a willow, and many fuch like things, they 
would naturally keepean vnion. Beware at any hand 
that thou forgetteft not this , becaufe itis very pro- 
fitable for many things. Thou fhalt mingle the 
Trinity with the vnion beeing firft molted , and they 
will rife vp as I fuppofe like vnto the ftone Iberus: 
doubtleífe itis mortified by the vapour of the lead, 
which lead thou fhalt finde ifthou preffe it out ofthe 
dead body و‎ and this dead body thou fhalt buriein a 
ftillitory. Hold faftthisfecret, for itis nought worth. 
And inlike manner fhaltthou deale with the vapour 
ofa Margarite or the fone Tagus, buryingthe dead 
as before thou arrcommanded. — | | 
And now forfooth the yeares ofthe Arabiaris being 
accomplifhed, I makeanfwereto yourdemaund after 
this maner. You muft haueamedicine$ wil diflolue 
in athingthatis melted,and beannointed init,and en- 
ter into his fecond degree, and beincorporate with its 
not proouing a fugitiueferuant, and change it , and 
be mixt withtheroote oftheSpirir, and bec fixed by 
the calx ofthe mettall. Now ir isthought that fixati- 
on prepareth,whenthe body & fpirit are layd in their 
place, and (ublimed, which muftbe fo often reitera- 
ted,til£he body be made a fpirit, andthe {pirit become 
abody. Takerhereforeofthebones of Adam, and of 
calx thefameweight,theremuftbe fixe for therocky 
ftone, & fiue forthe ftone of vnions, & thefeyou muft 
worke togither with Aquavite (wholeproperty is 
to diffolue all other things) that it may bee diffol- 
ued and boyled init. And this a ligne of Incera- 
tion, ifthe medicine will melt, whenit is poured on 
an Ironreddehot. This done, poure water intoit in 
. amoyft place, orelfe hang it in the vapour of ve- 
ry hore and liquid Waters, and congeale it in the 
a > Sunne: 
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Sunne :then thou fhalt take Salt-peter, & conuert år- | 
gent- aiueiarolead:andagaine, thou fhalt wafh and 


mundifiethelead therewith , that it may comenigh Ju» 
to 5iluer, and afterward worke asthou didf before. In fe 


Moreouer, thou fhalt drinke vppe all after this fort. 7 ££. 
Notwithftanding thou fhalt take ofSalt-peter, baru رس‎ 
ve pa vir Can vtri,and of Sulphur, and by thismeanes 
make it both to thunder and lighten. Thus fhaltthou ~~ 
performe the worke. Noweconfider with ۵ 
whether 1 fpeake in a riddle, ortell thee the plaine ' 
truth. There be fome that haue bin of another mind: 
for it was faid vnto me, that althings muftberefolned 
tothe matter,wherof you may find Arifotlebis iudge- 
ment infundry vulger & vnknowneplaces,and ther- 
fore I wilhold my peace. Now whenthou haftthem, 
thou fhalt wichall baue many fimples and equals, 
and this thou Malt effect by contrary things and di- 
uers operations, which before tearmed the keyes of 
the Art. And 4ri/fotle faith thatthe equalitie ofthe 
powers doth containe in itthe action and paflion of 
bodies. And this likewife isthe opinion of Auerroes re- 
prouing Galen. Tristhought that this is the moft fimple 
and pure medicine that may be found: It is good al 
gainft the feauers and paffions both of mindeand bo- 
dyes, morecheape then any medicine wharfoeuer. 

Hethat writ thefethings hall haue thekey thato- 

peneth, and no man fhutteth, and when 
heehath Mut, no manis ableto 
| openit againe. 
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